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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


The  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Welfare  and  Health 
is  open  Monday  through  Friday  from  8:30  to  12  Noon  and 
1:00  to  4:30  P.  M.  The  members  of  these  boards  meet  weekly 
at  7 :30  P.  M.  on  Wednesday  in  the  Selectmen’s  office  at  town 
hall. 


The  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  Town  Collector,  and  Treas¬ 
urer  is  open  on  the  same  schedule  as  the  office  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  except  that  Wednesday  evenings  the  hours  are 
6:30  P.M.  to  8:00  P.  M. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  meet  weekly  at  8:00  P.M.  on 
Wednesday  in  the  Assessors’  Office.  The  office  is  open  the 
same  hours  as  the  above  offices. 

The  School  Committee  meetings  are  held  once  a  month 
on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month  at  7 :30  P.  M.  in  the 
School  Committee  room. 

Telephone  Numbers: 

Fire  Department:  To  report  a  fire — 

So.  Dighton  Station  . Normandy  9-3131 

No.  Dighton  Station  . Vandyke  3-3700 

Personal  calls — 

So.  Dighton  Station  . Normandy  9-3291 

No.  Dighton  Station  . Vandyke  2-0329 

Police  Department:  Vandyke  4-4411 

Selectmen’s  Office:  Normandy  9-2731 

Welfare  Department:  Normandy  9-2731 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Town  Collector:  Normandy  9-4241 

Assessors’  Office:  Normandy  9-4241 

Public  Library:  Normandy  9-2511 

Town  Nurse:  Normandy  9-2141 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 


Selectmen 

Clayton  H.  Atwood,  Chairman 

Earle  M.  Smith 

William  F.  Benevides 

Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1957 

Town  Clerk 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

Term  expires  1959 

Town  Collector 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

Term  expires  1959 

Treasurer 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

Term  expires  1957 

Auditor 

Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Term  expires  1957 

Moderator 

Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Term  expires  1957 

Assessors 

Harold  M.  Mendoza 

Raymond  A.  Horton 

Roy  F.  Walker 

Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1957 

Tree  Warden 

Henry  P.  Goff 

Term  expires  1957 

School  Committee 

Lawrence  Mendoza,  Chairman 
Catherine  Carr,  Secretary 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Wyman  E.  Hawkes 

Albert  DeSilva 

Francis  Torres 

Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1959 

Marion  Tripp  (Resigned) 

Helene  E.  Yeames  (Appointed  10/10/56) 

Term  expires  1957 
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Planning  Board 

George  L.  Phillips,  Chairman 
Wilfred  A.  Hathaway,  Secretary 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
Term  expires  1960 
Term  expires  1961 


Ernest  H.  Atwood 
Lester  M.  Briggs 
Manuel  V.  Motta 


Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Lois  L.  Staples 
Edward  Greenlaw 


Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1957 


Walter  Pilling  (Deceased) 

Joseph  Hathaway  (Appointed  8/22/56)  Term  expires  1957 

Finance  Committee  (Appointed  annually  by  the  Moderator) 
Gordon  Spinney,  Chairman ;  Milton  Horton,  Secretary ; 
John  Cambra;  Elliot  D.  Cole;  William  Donle;  Louis  Con¬ 
stantine,  Jr. ;  Herbert  Holt. 


SELECTMEN'S  APPOINTMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


Agent,  Board  of  Health :  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Charles  Carlstrom, 
Henry  Crapo. 

Auctioneer:  John  W.  Synan. 

Chief,  Fire  Department:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Chief  of  Police  Department:  Charles  A.  Carlstrom. 

Civil  Defense  Director:  Stafford  H.  Hambly. 

Constables:  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Charles  A.  Carlstrom,  Raymond 
Horton,  Arthur  F.  Sprague. 

Constable  for  Somerset  Water  Works:  Henry  Reckord. 

Dog  Officer:  John  Medeiros. 

Election  Officers :  Anna  C.  Simmons,  Catherine  Sherman,  Loris 
Frost,  Selma  Wall,  Leland  Pierce,  Elaine  O’Connell,  Eve¬ 
lyn  M.  DeSilva,  Cora  B.  Barry,  Idola  Boucher,  Elaine  Var- 
ley,  Caroline  Tripp,  Helen  Atwood,  Mary  M.  Perry,  Yvette 
Alves,  Lillian  Deslauriers,  Ruth  Leeming,  Louise  Catabia, 
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Sarah  Pilling,  Hazel  Reed,  Florence  I.  Perry,  Bernice 
Darling,  George  W.  Rose,  Irene  S.  Goulart,  Agnes  Murray, 
Mary  Allie,  Muriel  J.  Carey,  Margaret  Sloan. 

Fence  Viewers:  Harold  Mendoza,  Raymond  Horton,  Roy  Walk¬ 
er. 

Field  Driver  &  Pound  Keeper:  Raymond  Horton. 

Forest  Warden:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent:  George  W.  Rose. 

Harbor  Master:  Arnold  B.  Shaw. 

Harbor  Master,  Assistant:  Martin  Bergstrom. 

Inspector  of  Animals:  Lester  M.  Briggs. 

Inspector  of  Milk:  Henry  Crapo. 

Inspector  of  Sanitation:  Henry  Crapo. 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering :  Arthur  F.  Sprague. 

Lieutenant  of  Police  Dept.:  Charles  Mason. 

Measurer  of  Wood:  Raymond  Horton. 

Policewoman:  Esther  Bowden. 

Public  Weighers  at  Arnold,  Hoffman  Co. :  Dalton  T.  Maynard, 
Wendell  Carey,  Arthur  0.  Gove. 

Public  Weighers  at  Dighton  Industry:  Frank  Miguel,  Antone 
Raposa. 

Registrar  of  Voters:  Eugene  Perry. 

Reserve  Police  Officers:  Anthony  Andrews,  William  F.  Ash¬ 
croft,  William  Duarte,  Tobias  Freitas,  Charles  Mason, 
Walter  Plonka,  Earl  W.  Rose,  Benjamin  C.  Sherman, 
Harry  F.  Willis. 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Special  Police  Officers:  Ervin  E.  Barney,  Maurice  A.  Boucher, 
Charles  A.  Briggs,  Charles  Brooks,  Francis  W.  Buckley, 
Frank  Cambra,  John  Cambra,  Edward  Carpentier,  Louis 
H.  Carr,  Levite  Carrier,  Joseph  A.  Coelho,  Arthur  E. 
Compos,  Norman  L.  Courcy,  Anthony  D.  Costa,  Raymond 
J.  Costa,  Cassius  W.  Cummings,  Antone  P.  Dupont,  James 
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G.  Fleming,  Manuel  Francis,  George  L.  Goulart,  Charles 
E.  Gracia,  Frank  S.  Gracia,  George  Gracia,  Louis  R. 
Gracia,  Walter  E.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  Byron  E.  Haskins,  Ernest 
L.  Horton,  Raymond  A.  Horton,  John  R.  Ingham,  Warren 
G.  Jones,  J.  W.  LeRoy  Latimer,  Malcolm  C.  Martin,  John 
A.  Medeiros,  Joseph  T.  Medeiros,  Thomas  Nelson,  George 
A.  Perry,  Joseph  Perry,  Samuel  Pine,  John  E.  Rasmussen, 
George  M.  Rubadou,  Harold  L.  Sherrington,  Frank  C. 
Souza,  Jr.,  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  Edgar  E.  Standring,  John  R. 
Stanley,  Anthony  N.  Sylvia,  Howard  M.  Talbot,  Edward 
Torres,  Frank  Virdinlia,  Louis  P.  White,  Isaac  S.  Wilson. 

Special  Police  Officer — B.  C.  A.  S. :  'Spencer  D.  Oehrle. 

Special  Police  Officers — Standard  Coil :  William  Raposa,  An¬ 
thony  N.  Sylvia. 

Special  Police  Officers — Arnold  Hoffman:  Manuel  White,  Sr., 
Burton  Simmons,  David  Rebello,  Milton  Chace. 

Special  Police  Officers — Dighton  Industry:  George  Nickerson, 
Lester  Hayes,  Leon  Talbot. 

Special  Police  Officers — General  Bronze:  Raymond  Flanagan, 
Manuel  Gracia,  Leo  Dupre,  Raymond  Rigby. 

Special  Police  Officer — No.  Dighton  Cooperative  Bank:  Staf¬ 
ford  H.  Hambly. 

Superintendent  of  Streets:  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Town  Forest  Committee:  Wilfred  A.  Hathaway,  Harold  0. 
Woodward,  Henry  L.  Burt,  Lester  M.  Briggs,  Henry  Goff, 
William  Andrews,  David  A.  Millard,  Raymond  Horton, 
Gordon  Hixon. 

Town  Nurse:  Esther  Bowden. 

Town  Office  Clerks:  Elizabeth  A.  Rose,  Isabel  G.  Burgmann. 

Veterans’  Agent:  Theodore  Boucher 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Board'  of  Selectmen : 

The  Finance  Committee  conducted  several  meetings  with 
the  Selectmen  in  preparation  of  the  1956  budget,  and  also  were 
represented  at  several  meetings  for  Town  Officials. 

As  previously  stated  in  the  Town  Report,  one  of  the 
functions  and  duties  of  a  Finance  Committee  is  to  consider 
and  advise  as  to  the  future.  This  past  year  the  Committee 
members  took  a  tour  of  the  Town  and  considered  several 
items,  which  already  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  towns¬ 
people,  namely:  school  department  buildings,  police  depart¬ 
ment  cruiser,  and  the  recreational  needs  of  the  Town. 

We  should  like  to  stress  the  point  to  the  townspeople  that 
the  Finance  Committee  members  are  appointed  and  act 
strictly  in  an  advisory  capacity.  The  final  decision  is  up  to 
the  townspeople. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GORDON  E.  SPINNEY,  Chairman 
MILTON  HORTON,  Secretary 
LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR. 
ELLIOT  D.  COLE 
WILLIAM  DONLE 
HERBERT  HOLT 
JOHN  CAMBRA 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 

1956 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  Dighton : 

The  organizational  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  after 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  and  it  was  voted  to  continue  the 
practice  of  dividing  the  chairmanships  of  the  three  Boards. 
Mr.  Atwood  was  chosen  as  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen,  Mr. 
Benevides  for  the  Board  of  Public  Walfare,  Mr.  Smith  for  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  Mr  .Smith  was  chosen  to  serve  as  the 
recording  clerk  of  all  the  Boards. 

Fifty-two  weekly  and  nineteen  special  meetings  were  held 
with  one  absence.  The  Board  met  on  three  occasions  with  all 
Town  Officers  for  discussion  and  action  on  various  matters  of 
mutual  interest.  Board  members  attended  meetings  of  the 
County  and  the  State  Selectmen’s  Associations.  Members  also 
attended  several  meetings  of  the  Southeastern  Massachusetts, 
and  Massachusetts  Police  Chiefs  Association.  The  Chairman 
represented  the  Board  at  two  conferences  relative  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Industrial  Development  Commission  programs.  The 
Chairman  was  also  delegated  to  represent  the  Town’s  interest 
at  hearings  on  several  Chapter  90  and  Public  Works  projects. 
Much  good  for  the  Town  has  been  gained  and  knowledge 
acquired  from  attendance  at  all  of  these  meetings. 

All  appointments  of  Town  Officers  and  Committees  have 
been  recorded  with  the  Town  Clerk  together  with  the  Juror’s 
list  and  are  contained  in  the  Clerk’s  annual  report.  Annual 
reports  of  the  various  Town  Officers  and  departments  are 
contained  in  this  1956  Annual  Town  Report.  Any  attempt 
to  publish  in  complete  detail  the  various  performances  of 
duties  within  these  reports  is  understandably  prohibitive. 
Therefore,  only  the  reports  of  official  transactions  and  business 
of  major  concern  shall  be  attempted  as  in  the  best  interest  of 
economy. 
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The  duties  and  function  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  has 
been  fulfilled  as  completely  as  is  possible  under  the  present 
system.  We  have  endeavored  to  provide  all  of  the  services 
to  the  public  as  is  necessarily  required  and  within  the  scope 
of  the  various  appropriations.  It  has  been  our  purpose  to 
coordinate  the  various  departments  and  agencies  into  a 
complete  organizational  unit  to  function  in  harmony  for  the 
public  interest.  This,  we  believe,  has  been  done.  The  record 
would  so  indicate.  Although  there  are  many  changes  which 
could  be  made  and  many  facilities  to  be  acquired  to  provide 
more  services,  we  feel  that  only  the  most  needed  essentials 
should  be  considered  for  the  immediate  future. 

The  Town  has  voted  instructions  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  study  and  report  upon  the  capitol  needs  of  outlay  for  the 
next  five  year  period.  The  Selectmen  are  fully  aware  of  these 
needs  and  will  continue  to  exercise  our  sworn  and  statuatory 
duties  in  dealing  with  them  as  well  as  all  official  Town  prob¬ 
lems  and  policies. 

All  public  and  municipal  agencies  are  faced  with  increas¬ 
ing  cost  of  providing  public  services.  Wages,  salaries,  and 
materials  are  continuing  to  rise.  The  financial  outlook  is  not 
a  bright  one  for  the  taxpayer.  However,  the  Town’s  financial 
condition  is  as  favorable  as  in  the  past,  and  the  taxpayers  are 
urged  to  study  the  Town’s  financial  balance  sheet  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Auditor’s  report. 

Any  continued  or  further  commentary  on  public  policy 
and  services  will  not  be  attempted  in  this  report.  However, 
we  list  the  following  as  being  accomplished  within  the  year: 

1.  Easement  obtained  for  storm  water  drainage  from 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Co.  at  the 
Center  Street  Railroad  Bridge.  System  of  drainage  installed. 

2.  Decree  obtained  from  Bristol  County  Commissioners 
and  Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Utilities  authorizing  the 
layout  of  Muddy  Cove  Lane  across  the  railroad  tracks.  Layout 
accepted  by  the  Town  and  the  crossing  opened  and  constructed. 
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3.  Acquisition  of  Flood  Relief  Funds  for  the  replacement 
of  the  Elm  Street  Bridge  over  the  Segreganset  River.  Project 
is  90%  complete  at  this  time. 

4.  Contract  entered  into  with  the  County  of  Bristol, 
Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Works  and  Flood  Relief  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  bridge,  widening  roadway,  and  new 
approaches  over  the  Three  Mile  River  at  Spring  Street  and 
Lincoln  Ave.  The  temporary  auxiliary  bridge  is  underway 
as  this  is  being  compiled. 

5.  Elementary  School  Drainage  System  completed  and 
$395.97  balance  of  account  returned  to  Surplus  Revenue. 

6.  Purchased  1956  Chevrolet  Dump  truck  for  the  use  of 
the  Highway  Department,  together  with  snow  plowing  equip¬ 
ment. 

7.  Obtained  and  installed  additional  radio  equipment  for 
the  Fire  Department  with  Civilian  Defense  Matching  Funds. 

8.  Commissioned  two  10  K.W.  mobile  motor  generator 
sets  from  surplus  agencies  for  use  of  the  Fire  Department. 

9.  Contracted  for  the  delivery  of  a  1957  Plymouth  Station 
Wagon  for  the  use  of  the  Police  Department  as  a  cruiser. 

10.  Constructed  storm  water  drainage  systems  on  Center 
Street,  Baylies  Street,  Main  Street  and  Williams  Street. 

11.  Completed  resurfacing  and  improvement  of  two  miles 
of  Gravel  Roads  on  Cedar  and  Tremont  Streets. 

12.  Undertook  extensive  road  improvements  on  Horton, 
Oak,  Pine,  Milk  and  Brook  Streets. 

13.  Completed  preliminary  work  with  the  Assessors  and 
Planning  Board  for  the  providing  of  a  Town  Mapping  Project. 

14.  Provided  for  the  appointment  of  several  committees 
to  study  and  meet  the  required  needs  of  change  of  Town 
Officers,  health  and  hospital  insurance  for  Town  employees, 
and  a  Town  Office  Committee  to  act  at  such  time  as  needed. 
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15.  Established  Traffic  Rules  and  Orders  to  better  cope 
with  and  control  traffic  and  parking  methods. 

16.  Contracted  for  the  provision  of  equipment  and  appara¬ 
tus  by  the  N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  for  a  fire  alarm  system  at  the 
North  Station  of  the  Fire  Department. 

17.  Initiated  the  necessary  action  whereby  the  Town 
accepted  provisions  of  the  statute  for  the  establishment  of 
a  playground  and  recreational  commission  to  be  elected  at 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

On  June  7,  1956,  Walter  D.  Pilling,  one  of  our  elected  Town 
Officials,  passed  away.  Mr.  Pilling  was  serving  the  Town 
as  a  Trustee  of  the  Public  Library  and  his  untimely  death  was 
a  decided  loss.  The  Selectmen  and  other  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  in  joint  session,  chose  Mr.  Joseph  Hathaway 
of  Hart  Street  as  Mr.  Pilling’s  successor  to  hold  office  until 
the  next  election. 

« 

Again  we  report  that  Town  Officials  are  aware  of  the 
ever-changing  conditions  within  our  Town  and  only  by  con¬ 
tinued  cooperation  and  coordination  of  all  Town  agencies  and 
services  will  Dighton  be  allowed  to  efficiently  provide  the 
required  public  services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Chairman, 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 

EARLE  M.  SMITH. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


A  special  town  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
January  9,  1956  and  was  called  to  order  by  Stafford  H.  Hambly, 
moderator,  at  8 :01  P.  M.  The  warrant  was  read  by  Mr.  Ham¬ 
bly. 

(1)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  William  Bene- 
vides  that  the  Town  appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Excess 
and  Deficiency  account  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  the  Civil  Defense 
Account,  $1,406.66  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  radio  equip¬ 
ment  in  conjunction  with  the  Civilian  Defense  Program. 

(2)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris 
that  the  Town,  upon  recommendation  of  the  Town  Finance 
Committee,  transfer  $856.74  from  the  1955  Public  Welfare 
Account  to  the  1955  Disability  Assistance  Account. 

(3)  DEFEATED:  Motion  made  by  Herbert  Holt  and  duly 

seconded  that  the  Town  reduce  the  number  of  members  of 

the  Dighton  School  Committee  to  five,  the  same  to  be  ac¬ 
complished  in  the  following  manner: 

1  member  to  be  elected  in  1956  for  a  3  year  term 

2  members  to  be  elected  in  1957  for  a  3  year  term 

2  members  to  be  elected  in  1958  for  a  3  year  term 

and  this  procedure  of  election  to  be  followed  in  the  same  order 
thereafter.  An  amendment  to  this  motion,  made  by  Mr. 
Woodward  and  seconded,  that  the  number  of  school  committee 
members  in  the  Town  of  Dighton  beginning  in  1956  be  seven 
members,  was  withdrawn.  A  standing  vote  was  then  taken  on 
the  original  motion  with  the  following  results :  Yes  18,  No  26. 
Motion  defeated. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Harold  Woodward  that  the  Town 
increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Dighton  School  Com¬ 
mittee  to  seven,  the  same  to  be  accomplished  in  the  following 
manner : 
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3  members  to  be  elected  in  1956  for  a  3  year  term 

2  members  to  be  elected  in  1957  for  a  3  year  term 

2  members  to  be  elected  in  1958  for  a  3  year  term. 

and  this  procedure  of  election  to  be  followed  in  the  same  order 

thereafter. 

(4)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood 
that  the  Town  abandon  bulletin  boards  at  the  foot  of  Hart 
Street  and  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Williams  Sts.,  and  that 
the  Warrant  for  Town  meetings  and  legal  notices  shall  be 
published  in  local  newspapers  on  two  occasions  seven  days 
prior  to  holding  of  said  meetings. 

Voted  to  adjourn  at  8:26  P.  M. 


The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  Election  of 
Officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  held  on  March  5,  1956 
at  Town  Hall.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  12  Noon 
by  Stafford  H.  Hambly,  Moderator.  The  ballotting  was  under 
the  supervision  of  the  following  election  officers:  Elaine  Var- 
ley,  Catherine  Sherman,  Anna  Simmons,  Hazel  Reed,  Elaine 
O'Connell,  Ruth  Leeming,  Florence  Perry,  Mary  Allie,  Lillian 
Deslauriers,  George  W.  Rose,  and  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Town 
Clerk. 

The  polls  were  closed  at  8:00  P.  M.  Total  number  of  votes 
was  812.  The  ballots  having  been  assorted  and  counted,  the 
result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Selectman  for  Three  Years — Earle  M.  Smith 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  Three  Years — Earle  M.  Smith 

Moderator  for  One  Year — Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Auditor  for  One  Year — Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Town  Clerk  for  Three  Years — Percy  B.  Simmons 

Town  Treasurer  for  One  Year — Percy  B.  Simmons 

Town  Collector  for  Three  Years — Percy  B.  Simmons 
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Assessor  for  Three  Years — Raymond  A.  Horton 

Assessor  for  One  Year — Roy  F.  Walker 

Tree  Warden  for  One  Year — Henry  P.  Goff 

School  Committee  for  Three  Years — Albert  R.  DeSilva, 
Francis  J.  Torres,  &  Marion  R.  Tripp 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  Three  Years — 

Walter  D.  Pilling 

Planning  Board  for  Five  Years — Manuel  V.  Motta 


The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  on  March  12,  1956.  Town  Clerk,  Percy  B.  Simmons, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7 :30  P.  M.  It  was  voted  to 
recess  the  meeting  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  moderator. 

The  meeting  was  again  called  to  order  at  7 : 37  by  Stafford 
H.  Hambly,  Moderator. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood1  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

Unanimous  consent  was  given  the  moderator  to  omit  the 
reading  of  the  articles  and  to  refer  to  them  by  number. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  at  10:30  we 
consider  adjournment. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris  that  the  reports 
of  the  Town  Officers  as  printed  and  published  in  the  1955 
Annual  Town  Report  be  accepted. 

(3)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Louis  Constantine  that  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  necessary  Town 
Officers  and  Committees  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  statute. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  be  bonded  in  the  amount  of  $39,200.  to  satisfy  the 
provisions  of  Section  13  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws. 
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(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwoocl  that  Article  5 
be  acted  upon  in  conjunction  with  Article  6. 

A  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  given  by  Charles 
Harris. 


(6)  VOTED:  The  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  following 
sums  necessary  to  defray  Town  charges  and  assessments  as 
approved  by  the  Finance  Committee: 


Account 

New  Elementary  School 
Bonds 

Interest  on  School  Bonds 
School  Department 
High  School  Athletic  Fund 
County  Retirement  Fund 
Care  of  Town  Elms 
Gypsy  Moth  Control 
Memorial  Day  Observance 
Veterans’  Memorial  Hall 
Fire  Department 
Police  Department 
Civil  Defense  Department 
Civic  Center  Maintenance 
Street  Department 
Sidewalk  Maintenance 
Chapter  81 — Highway  Fund 
Chapter  90 — Maintenance 
Chapter  90 — D  &  B  Bridge  Maint.  350.00 
Dighton  &  Berkley  Bridge  1,000.00 
General  Relief  Administration  2,400.00 


Amount 

$25,000.00 

8,140.00 

236,632.00 

1,350.00 

3,048.64 

3,500.00 

500.00 

150.00 

1,075.00 

7,539.30 

6,206.00 

135.00 

335.00 

5,000.00 

400.00 

7,350.00 

1,700.00 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
General  Relief 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Veterans’  Benefits 
Board  of  Health 
Town  Ambulance 
Care  of  Town  Dumps 
Hydrant  Rental 


4,500.00 

4,000.00 

7,000.00 

30,000.00 

5,000.00 

4,850.00 

630.00 

2,000.00 

1,740.00 


Maker  of  Motion 

Wyman  Hawkes 
Lawrence  Mendoza 
Lawrence  Mendoza 
Wyman  Hawkes 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
John  Cash 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
Earle  Smith 
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Public  Library 
Assessors’  Department 
Auditing  Department 
Election  and  Registration 
Dog  Officer  Account 
Selectmen’s  Department 
Planning  Board 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Collector 
Town  Treasurer 
Tax  Title  Account 
Town  Office  Incidentals 
Town  Finance  Committee 
Public  Property  Account 
Town  Insurance  Account 
Unpaid  Bills  (Unanimous  vote) 


1,841.00  Earle  Smith 
2,900.00  Roy  Walker 
750.00  Milton  Horton 
2,265.00  Milton  Horton 
190.00  Charles  Harris 
2,609.00  William  Benevides 
300.00  George  Phillips 
895.00  Louis  Constantine 
2,145.00  Louis  Constantine 
1,820.00  Louis  Constantine 
360.00  Louis  Constantine 
5,125.00  Charles  Harris 
50.00  Charles  Harris 
350.00  Milton  Horton 
6,095.46  Milton  Horton 
180.00  Milton  Horton 


(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris  that  the  salaries 
of  the  elected  Town  officers  as  appropriated  within  the  De¬ 
partmental  accounts  be  established  for  the  year  January  1, 
to  December  31,  1956  as  follows: 


Board  of  Assessors: 


Chairman 

$  700.00 

Clerk 

500.00 

Others 

600.00 

each 

Town  Auditor 

600.00 

Board  of  Health: 

Chairman 

200.00 

Others 

100.00 

each 

Board  of  Public  Welfare: 

Chairman 

200.00 

Others 

100.00 

each 

Board  of  Selectmen: 

Chairman 

1,000.00 

Others 

500.00 

each 

Moderator 

20.00 

School  Committee  Secretary 

25.00 
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Town  Clerk 

600.00 

Town  Collector 

1,500.00 

Town  Treasurer 

1,150.00 

Tree  Warden 

35.00 

(7)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles 

Harris  that  the  Town 

appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000.  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  (Overlay  Surplus)  to  Reserve  Account  Appropriated, 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  6,  General  Laws. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of  $2585.  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Road  Machinery  Account,  of  which 
$2,000  will  be  for  Maintenance  expense  of  Town  Owned  High¬ 
way  equipment  and  $585.  for  the  purchase  of  new  equipment. 

(9)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
appropriate  the  Dog  Tax  Refund  in  the  amount  of  $570.28  for 
the  use  of  the  Elementary  School  Library  Account. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  Article  24 
be  taken  up  next.  (Unanimous) 

(24)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  execute  and  deliver  a 
bond  of  indemnity  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  all  damages  that  may  be  incurred  by  work  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  Massachusetts 
in  the  manner  provided  by  Section  29  of  Chapter  91  of  the 
General  Laws  as  amended  by  Chapters  516  and  524,  Acts  of 
1950. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  Article  25 
be  taken  up  next.  (Unanimous) 

(25)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account, 
$3,500.  to  construct  new  approaches  to  the  proposed  bridge  on 
Spring  Street  at  Lincoln  Avenue  as  provided  under  Chapter 
90  Road  Construction  Program  for  the  year  1956. 


(10)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
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authorize  the  transfer  of  unappropriated  available  funds  in 
the  Treasury  in  the  sum  of  $28,075.  to  Highway  Revenue  in 
anticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County 
for  Chapter  81  and  90  Highway  Maintenance  and  Chapter  90 
Road  Construction. 

(11)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1956, 
and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one  year, 
and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period 
of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Chapter 
44,  General  Laws. 

(12)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  all  proper¬ 
ties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by  Tax  Title. 

(13)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase  or  eminent 
domain,  and  to  settle  damages  for  land  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  1956  Highway  Program  under  Chapter  81  and 
Chapter  90. 

(14)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
establish  the  compensation  of  laborers  employed  by  the  Town 
in  the  Highway  Department  at  $1.25  per  hour  and  $1.60  per 
hour  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

(15)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account, 
the  sum  of  $12,500 ;  for  the  purpose  of  gravelling  and  improv¬ 
ing  Town  roads. 

(16)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account, 
$2,500.  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus  and  equipment  for 
emergency  purposes,  as  provided  under  the  Civilian  Defense 
Agency  matching  funds  program. 
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(17)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Peter  Tuttle  that  the  Town  ap¬ 
propriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account 
$1,750.  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  costs  of  making  necessary 
repairs  to  the  High  School  Building. 

(18)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Peter  Tuttle  that  the  Town  ap¬ 
propriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account  to 
an  Elementary  School  Drainage  Account  $300.00  to  defray 
costs  of  surveying  and  making  plans  for  the  construction  of 
suitable  drainage  facilities  on  the  Elementary  School  grounds 
and  that  the  Moderator  appoint  a  committee  of  five  (5)  citizens 
to  supervise  the  project  and  that  they  report  the  results  of 
the  survey  at  the  adjourned  Town  Meeting. 

The  moderator  named  the  committee  as  follows:  Chair¬ 
man  of  Selectmen;  Chairman  of  School  Committee;  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Schools;  Mr.  John  Farrar,  Director  of  Bristol 
County  Agricultural  School;  and  Mr.  Earl  Varley. 

(19)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $250.  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  during  the  ensuing  year,  the  mosquito  control 
works  as  estimated  and  certified  to  by  the  State  Reclamation 
Board  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  112,  Acts 
of  1931. 

(20)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town, 
as  provided  under  Section  15A,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws, 
establish  as  a  public  playground  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  that  section  of  Town-owned  land 
formerly  used  for  school  purposes,  located  on  School  Lane  and 
described  in  a  lay-out  as  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

(21)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Selectmen,  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  the  Town 
Historian  to  acquire  a  suitable  parcel  of  land  surrounding  the 
historical  “Council  Oak”  located  in  the  Dighton  Nursery,  per¬ 
petuate  the  site  as  a  “historical  landmark”  by  proclamation 
upon  acquisition  of  such  lawful  instrument  as  may  be  required 
and  apply  any  legal  charges  thereon  to  the  Town  Historical 
Account  provided  that  such  acquisition  is  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  79,  General  Laws. 
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(22)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  Article  22 
be  tabled.  (Unanimous) 

(23)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Milton  Horton  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of  $261.62  from  the  1955 
State  Census  Account  to  the  Town  Cemetery  Account. 

(26)  Report  of  the  School  Needs  Committee  was  given  by 
Walter  H.  Candelet,  Chairman  as  follows: 

“Following  a  study  of  the  school  housing  needs  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton,  a  report  was  given,  containing  recom¬ 
mendations  of  courses  to  pursue  in  an  effort  to  alleviate 
the  classroom  shortage,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  the 
pupils  the  best  educational  facilities  at  the  lowest  possible 
cost. 

“As  a  result  of  these  recommendations,  and  by  vote  of  the 
Town,  a  Regional  School  Planning  Committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  moderator  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
with  nearby  towns  in  an  effort  to  establish  a  region  of 
suitable  size  and  within  a  certain  range  of  mileage. 

“The  Regional  School  Planning  Committee  entered  into  a 
series  of  discussions  with  a  combination  of  towns  which 
included  Berkley,  Freetown,  Lakeville,  Rochester  and 
Carver.  These  meetings  were  carried  on  until  it  appeared 
that  the  final  location  of  such  a  school  would  be  in  or  near 
the  East  Freetown-Rochester  line.  The  mileage  to  be 
travelled  was  considered  as  much  too  far,  and  talks  with 
those  towns  were  stopped. 

“We,  as  a  committee,  then  advised  our  Regional  School 
Planning  Committee  to  contact  the  town  of  Rehoboth 
School  Committee,  with  the  idea  of  establishing  a  Region¬ 
al  School  District  including  the  two  towns.  As  a  result 
of  this  contact,  voters  of  the  Town  of  Rehoboth,  estab¬ 
lished  a  Regional  School  Planning  Committee,  and  meet¬ 
ings  between  the  two  committees  have  progressed  at  a 
rapid  pace,  with  results  most  satisfactory,  and  in  line 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Dighton  School  Needs 
Study  Committee. 

(Signed)  WALTER  H.  CANDELET,  Chairman  ” 
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VOTED :  On  motion  of  Peter  Tuttle  that  the  report  of  the 
School  Needs  Committee  be  accepted  as  a  report  of  progress. 
(27)  Report  of  the  Regional  School  District  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee  was  given  by  Walter  H.  Candelet  as  follows: 

“By  vote  of  the  townspeople  of  Dighton,  a  Regional  School 
Planning  Committee  was  created,  and  the  moderator  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  of  three  as  required  by  law.  Meet¬ 
ings  were  immediately  started  with  a  combination  of 
towns,  namely:  Berkley,  Freetown,  Lakeville,  Rochester 
and  Carver.  At  the  same  time  we  were  conferring  with 
the  Towns  of  Berkley  and  Freetown  in  a  move  to  center 
the  district  within  reasonable  mileage  for  each  of  the 
three  towns. 

“When  it  became  apparent  that  the  Freetown  committee 
favored  the  five  town  district,  which  would  place  the  pro¬ 
posed  school  at  the  Freetown-Rochester  line,  we  were 
notified  of  their  choice,  and  shortly  thereafter  we  were 
informed  by  the  committee  from  Berkley  that  in  view 
of  their  critical  school  situation  and  financial  conditions, 
they  would  have  to  join  the  district  of  Freetown-Lake- 
ville-Rochester  and  Carver.  This  left  us  in  the  position 
of  having  to  solve  our  problems  alone,  which  could  be  very 
costly  to  the  town  from  a  financial  and  educational  stand¬ 
point. 

“The  School  committee  of  Rehoboth  was  contacted  and 
in  time  the  voters  of  that  town  created  a  Regional  Plan¬ 
ning  Committee.  At  an  organization  meeting  of  the 
joint  Dighton-Rehoboth  Committee,  W.  H.  Candelet  of 
Dighton  was  elected  chairman  and  Mrs.  D.  Lee  Johnson 
of  Rehoboth  was  elected  as  secretary. 

“While  each  town  had  its  own  school  housing  problems, 
they  were  each  on  a  different  level  of  pupil  education. 
After  many  evenings  and  hours  of  meetings  a  course 
was  chosen,  which  we,  as  a  committee,  feel  would  be  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  taxpayers  financially,  and  to 
our  pupils  educationally.  We  have  made  great  progress 
to  the  point  where  a  tentative  agreement  has  been  drawn 
up  and  a  tentative  site  has  been  selected.  The  agreement 
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at  present  is  being  checked  by  a  representative  of  the 
Massachusetts  School  Assistance  Commission  before  being 
mimeographed.  The  tentative  site  as  selected,  we  believe, 
is  in  both  towns,  and  is  high,  dry,  and  free  of  dwellings 
or  buildings  of  any  kind. 

“The  course  selected  by  the  committee  is  a  six  year,  junior- 
senior  high  school,  with  facilities  for  a  Vocational  divi¬ 
sion.  If  the  school  could  be  planned,  built,  and  equipped 
within  the  next  three  and  one-half  years,  we  would  have 
an  opening  enrollment  of  950  pupils.  Because  of  the 
increasing  school  population,  we  should  build  a  school 
large  enough  to  take  1200  pupils. 

“In  a  school  of  this  size  we  could  have  a  much  more  varied 
number  of  subjects  which  are  not  economically  feasible 
under  our  present  school  conditions.  We  could  have  a 
considerably  expanded  vocational  department  to  cover 
other  types  of  trade,  in  addition  to  the  auto  and  carpentry 
shops  we  now  have,  and  the  added  space  would  enable 
them  to  operate  safely.  Our  present  instructors  have  done 
remarkably  well  in  maintaining  safety  under  the  present 
conditions.  An  industrial  arts  program  could  be  developed, 
which  we  do  not  have  in  our  present  setup. 

“We  have  tried  to  think  ahead  to  a  period  10  to  15  years 
from  now,  and  we  believe  that  any  additions  and  altera¬ 
tions  that  could  be  done  at  this  time,  would  then  be 
insufficient  as  far  as  our  high  school  goes.  We  would  then 
have  to  start  from  scratch,  with  the  possibility  of  no 
financial  help  from  the  Massachusetts  School  Assistance 
Commission  because,  as  of  the  present  date,  they  are  due 
to  expire  in  1958.  This  eould  be  a  heavy  blow  to  our  town 
financially.  At  the  present  time  we  would  receive  from 
them  approximately  42%  as  an  individual  town  seeking 
help.  As  a  member  of  a  Regional  District,  we  would 
receive  100%  of  our  planning  and  engineering  costs, 
65%  of  all  other  building  and  equipment  costs,  100%  of 
all  pupil  transportation  costs,  and  in  addition  would 
receive  15%  more  general  school  aid,  which  under  our 
present  enrollment,  would  amount  to  between  $5,000.  to 
$6,000.  per  year. 
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“The  method  settled  upon  for  determining  the  amount  to 
be  paid  by  each  town  for  Capital  expense  was  by  averag¬ 
ing  the  equalized  valuation,  plus  the  pupil  enrollment  of 
each  town,  which  would  amount  to  approximately  47^4% 
for  Dighton  and  52V2r/°  for  Rehoboth.  The  maintenance 
or  yearly  budget  costs  would  be  based  strictly  on  a  per 
pupil  enrollment  basis,  thereby  protecting  each  town 
from  the  possibility  of  any  sudden  increase  in  pupil 
enrollment  due  to  a  building  boom  in  the  other  town. 
It  might  be  well  to  point  out  at  this  time,  that  once  this 
region  is  established,  neither  town  could  withdraw, 
without  paying  its  full  share  of  the  bonded  indebtedness. 

(Signed)  WALTER  H.  CANDELET,  Chairman.” 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Day  that  the  report  of  the 
Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee  be  accepted  as 
a  report  of  progress. 

(28)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Harris  that  the  town 
instruct  the  Town  Finance  Committee  to  study  the  Town’s 
Financial  Needs  of  Capital  Outlay  for  the  next  five  (5)  year 
period  and  to  report  their  findings  to  the  next  annual  Town 
Meeting. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Harold  Woodward  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  adjourn  until  May  7,  1956  at  7 :30  P.  M.  at  the  High  School. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:30  P.  M. 


On  April  24,  1956  the  regular  Presidential  Primary  was 
held.  Forty-three  Republican  votes  and  sixteen  Democratic 
votes  were  cast. 


The  adjourned  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
moderator,  Stafford  Hambly,  at  7 :30  P.  M.  He  declared  the 
adjourned  Town  Meeting  recessed  to  take  up  the  special  Town 
Meeting  according  to  the  warrant  of  April  27,  1956. 
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The  special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7 :35 
P.  M.  and  the  warrant  was  read  by  the  moderator. 

(1)  The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  the  Town  Needs 
for  Capital  Outlay  was  given  by  Charles  W.  Harris,  Chairman. 
He  explained  that  some  of  the  needs  to  be  faced  within  the 
next  five  years  were:  the  acquisition  of  a  supply  of  gravel  on 
Brook  St.,  the  Segreganset  River  Bridge  on  Elm  Street,  the 
bridge  on  Elm  Street  at  Muddy  Cove  Brook,  a  new  fire  truck 
for  the  fire  department,  the  problem  of  drainage  in  North 
Dighton,  the  woodworking  shop  and  automotive  shop  at  the 
High  School,  and  a  Town  owned  garage. 

On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  it  was  voted  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee  as  one  of  progress  and  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  continue  their  survey  of  the  five- 
year  plan. 

(2)  The  following  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  was  de¬ 
feated  by  a  written  vote  of  123  against  and  87  in  favor:  That 
the  Town  vote  to  purchase  from  Mr.  George  Collis  the  building 
and  land  on  Briggs  Street  as  described  in  a  proposal  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
establish  and  maintain  the  same  as  a  Town  Garage  for  the 
housing  and  maintenance  of  Town  owned  vehicles  and  equip¬ 
ment. 

(3)  &  (4)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that 
Articles  3  and  4  be  tabled. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  ap¬ 
propriate  and  transfer  $5,000.  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  to  the  Machinery  Account  for  the  purpose  of  purchas¬ 
ing  a  1956  Dump  Truck  and  attachments. 

(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  to  table  Article  7. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  George  Phillips  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Dighton  Planning  Board  to  join  the  Regional 
Planning  District  as  provided  under  Chapter  40B,  General 
Laws. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Special 
Town  Meeting  be  adjourned  at  9:27. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


25 


The  Moderator  then  called  to  order  the  adjourned  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  to  reconsider  Article 

6. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  to  consider  Item 
14 — Street  Department. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  $3000.  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  to  the  Street  Department  Account. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  to  reconsider 
Article  18. 

The  report  of  the  Elementary  School  Drainage  Commit¬ 
tee  was  given  by  Lawrence  Mendoza  as  follows:  ‘‘The  com¬ 
mittee  has  met  on  five  occasions  since  the  Annual  Town  Meet¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Israel  Almy,  Elementary  School  Architect  of  Somer¬ 
set,  was  retained  by  the  Committee  to  draw  plans  in  the 
Town’s  behalf.  Mr.  William  Andrews,  a  local  citizen  and  a 
U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Agent,  and  Mr.  Seth  V.  Freeman, 
Dept,  of  Public  Works  Area  engineer,  were  engaged  as  con¬ 
sultants  to  advise  and  aid  the  committee  in  layout  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  system. 

“Final  Plans  have  been  unanimously  approved  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  consist  of  the  following  general  provisions: 

“225  sq.  yds.  of  bituminous  concrete 
650  lin.  ft.  bituminous  curbing 
8  manholes  and  catch  basins 
2100  ft.  of  10  - 15  in.  concrete  pipe 
300  ft.  of  earth  berm 
260  ft.  drainage  trench 
2  4x4x1  ft.  head  walls 
1  12x6x1  ft.  head  wall 
Necessary  trench  excavating 

5000  sq.  yds.  fine  grade  and  finish  and  a  margin  factor  for 
ledge  removal. 
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“The  Committee  estimates  that  the  work  can  be  completed 
within  the  summer  months  before  the  reopening  of  school. 

“The  estimated  cost  for  the  construction  of  the  system  has 
been  established1  at  $12,000.00. 

“The  Committee  awaits  the  decision  of  the  Town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEMENTARY  DRAINAGE  COMMITTEE 

(Signed)  CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD,  Chairman, 

Board  of  Selectmen 

LAWRENCE  J.  MENDOZA, 

Chairman  of  School  Committee 

ROBERT  T.  ROY, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

EARLE  H.  VARLEY 

JOHN  B.  FARRAR’' 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Lawrence  Mendoza  that  the  Town 
vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  $12,000.  to  the  Elementary  School  Drainage  Account 
and  authorize  the  Drainage  Committee  to  contract  for  the 
construction  of  the  system  in  accordance  with  the  plans  as 
presented.  102  voted.  59  in  favor  and  43  opposed. 

Mr.  Hambly  submitted  the  following  appointments  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  to  serve  until 
the  final  adjournment  of  1957  Annual  Town  Meeting: 

John  Cambra,  Main  Street 
Elliot  D.  Cole,  Pleasant  Street 
Louis  Constantine,  County  Street 
William  L.  Donle,  Pine  Street 
Milton  F.  Horton,  Walker  Street 
Herbert  Holt,  Andrews  Street 
Gordon  E.  Spinney,  Summer  Street 
Voted  to  adjourn  without  date  at  9:45. 
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On  September  18,  1956  the  State  Primary  Elections  were 
held  in  the  three  precincts.  The  total  votes  by  precincts  were 
as  follows: 


A 

B 

C 

Total 

Democratic  Party 

52 

41 

122 

215 

Republican  Party 

Total  votes  cast 

71 

65 

38 

174 

389 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  at  Town  Hall  on  Mon¬ 
day,  October  8,  1956  and  was  called  to  order  at  8:00  P.  M.  by 
Stafford  H.  Hambly,  moderator.  Eighteen  voters  were  present. 

Mr.  Hambly  read  the  warrant  for  the  meeting. 

(1)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  $5,500.00  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  to  Chapter  90,  Spring  Street  Bridge  Account,  as  the 
Town’s  share  of  widening  the  Bridge  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  90  construction  plans. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  layout  a  part  of  Muddy 
Cove  Lane  in  the  Town  of  Dighton  as  a  public  way,  crossing 
on  a  level  with  the  tracks  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  Company,  and  to  take  by  eminent  domain 
for  said  purposes  all  as  duly  authorized  by  the  Bristol  County 
Commissioners  and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Utilities,  a  parcel  of  land  described  as  follows:  Beginning  in 
the  easterly  line  of  State  Highway  Route  138,  also  known  as 
County  Street,  at  a  point  located  N.  19°  42'  31"  E.  34.52  feet 
from  an  angle  point  in  said  easterly  line;  thence  by  the 
northerly  line  of  the  proposed  layout  of  Muddy  Cove  Road  by 
the  following  two  lines,  southerly  and  easterly  by  a  curve  to 
the  left  having  a  radius  of  30.00  feet  and  a  length  of  40.91 
feet  to  the  end  of  said  curve ;  thence  by  another  curve  having 
a  radius  of  20.00  feet  proceeding  southeasterly  and  to  the 
right  about  59  feet  to  the  easterly  boundary  line  of  land  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad;  thence 
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by  said  easterly  boundary  line  southwesterly  about  31  feet 
to  the  southerly  line  of  said  proposed  layout  of  Muddy  Cove 
Road ;  thence  by  said  southerly  line  by  the  following  two  lines, 
northwesterly  and  to  the  left  by  a  curve  having  a  radius  of 
19.70  feet  a  distance  of  about  59  feet  to  the  end  of  said  curve, 
thence  by  another  curve  having  a  radius  of  20.00  feet  pro¬ 
ceeding  westerly  and  southwesterly  and  to  the  left  a  distance 
of  35.01  feet  to  said  County  Street;  thence  by  said  County 
Street  by  the  following  two  lines  N.  21°  26'  28"  E.  44.29  feet 
to  an  angle  point;  thence  N.  19°  42'  31"  E.  34.52  feet  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

(3)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  ap¬ 
propriate  and  transfer  $500.00  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  to  the  Street  Department  Account  for  the  purposes 
of  meeting  expenses  in  connection  with  Muddy  Cove  Lane 
Crossing. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Town 
accept  the  layout  as  made  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the 
“Council  Oak”  parcel  and  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer  to 
accept  and  record  a  grant  and  conveyance  of  same. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  to  the  highest  bidder 
two  gas  stoves  and  one  refrigerator  as  recommended  by  the 
Town  Finance  Committee. 

Gordon  Spinney  reported  that  the  Finance  Committee 
lecommended  that  the  two  gas  stoves  and  one  refrigerator 
be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  and  that  the  public  be  notified 
by  advertisements  in  the  two  newspapers  for  two  nights. 

VOTED:  To  adjourn  at  8:20  P.  M. 


The  national  and  state  elections  were  held  on  the  sixth 
of  November.  Voting  took  place  in  the  three  precincts.  Total 
\ otes  by  precincts  were  as  follows:  Precinct  A,  648;  precinct 
B,  414;  precinct  C,  535;  total  votes  cast  1597. 
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A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  December 
10,  1956  at  7:30  P.  M. 

(1)  The  motion  as  follows  was  made  by  Walter  Candelet  and 
seconded  by  Wyman  Hawkes :  That  the  Town  accept  the 
provisions  of  Section  sixteen  to  sixteen  I,  inclusive,  of  Chapter 
seventy-one  of  the  General  Laws  providing  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  regional  school  district,  together  with  the  Town  of 
Rehoboth,  and  the  construction,  maintenance  and  the  operation 
of  a  regional  school  by  the  said  district  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  a  proposed  agreement  filed  with  the  Select¬ 
men. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion,  the  voting  on  the  question 
was  held  at  the  polling  place  downstairs  with  a  written  ballot 
being  used.  Polls  were  closed  at  10:00  P.  M.  and  the  results 
were  declared  as  follows:  A  total  of  534  votes  were  cast.  Yes 
votes,  136;  No  votes,  396;  blanks  2.  The  motion  was  not 
carried. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  trans¬ 
fer  $1,000.00  from  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Account  to  the 
Street  Department  Account. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  to  transfer  $1,500.00 
from  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Account  to  the  General  Relief 
(Public  Welfare)  Account. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  to  transfer  $1,000.00 
from  the  Disability  Assistance  Account  to  the  Gravel  Roads 
Account. 

(3)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  to  appropriate 
and  transfer  $1,000.00  from  the  Machinery  Fund  to  the 
Machinery  Account  for  the  maintenance  of  Town  owned 
highway  equipment. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  to  transfer 
$1,700.00  from  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Account  to  a  Police 
Cruiser  Account  and  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
purchase  a  1957  motor  vehicle  suitable  for  police  department 
requirements  and  to  offer  a  1954  Chevrolet  Coupe  as  a  trade 
value. 
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(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  in¬ 
struct  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  provide  for 
the  election  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  a  playground 
commission  to  consist  of  three  members  elected  for  terms  of 
one,  two,  and  three  years,  to  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
provided  under  the  provisions  of  Section  14,  Chapter  45  of 
the  General  Laws. 

(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
elected  Town  Officials  to  study  with  them  the  needs  and 
feasibility  of  revising  the  functions  and  duties  of  Town 
Officers  and  to  make  recommendations  at  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

(7)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
study  with  them  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  Town 
Officers  and  employees,  other  than  the  School  Department, 
and  to  report  their  findings  and  recommendations  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Robert  Roy  that  the  Town  create 
a  special  unpaid  committee  to  be  known  as  a  Regional  School 
District  Planning  Committee,  to  consist  of  three  members, 
including  one  member  of  the  School  Committee,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Moderator  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  14  of  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 
A  motion  to  table  the  above  motion  had  previously  been  de¬ 
feated  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 

(9)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  give 
authority  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  Town  Office 
Committee  with  instructions  to  study  the  needs  for  all  Town 
Offices  and  to  report  their  findings  at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

(10)  Defeated  by  a  two-thirds  majority;  Motion  to  table 
Article  X. 

DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  vote  to  purchase  the  building  and  land  on  Briggs  Street 
as  described  in  a  proposal  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and 
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authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  same  as  a  Town  Garage  for  the  housing  and  maintenance 
of  Town  owned  vehicles  and  equipment  and  to  provide  suitable 
and  necessary  facilities  for  Civilian  Defense  and  Ground  Ob- 
servor  Corps  activity. 

VOTED:  To  adjourn  at  11:20  P.  M. 

Attest : 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Clerk 


THE  FOLLOWING  LICENSES  WERE  ISSUED 

DURING  1956 


The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  1956 :  All  Al¬ 
coholic  Club  License  (1),  All  Alcoholic  Restaurant  License  (2), 
All  Alcoholic  Package  Store  License  (2),  Automobile  Dealers' 
License  (4),  Cabin  License  (3),  Common  Victuallers'  License 
(13),  Denatured  Alcohol  License  (5),  Entertainment  License 
(1),  Firearms  License  (3),  Garbage  Permit  (1),  Gasoline  Per¬ 
mit  (2),  Ice  Cream  Manufacturer  (1),  Junk  Collector  (6), 
Lord’s  Day  (14),  Milk  License — Stores  (13),  Milk  License — 
Vehicle  (8),  Oleomargarine  License  (7),  Oyster  Bed  Privileges 
(1),  Sausage  Manufacturer’s  License  (1),  Open  Road  Permit 
(1),  Moving  Permit  (1),  Skeet  Shoot  Permit  (1),  Sign  Permit 
(1),  Building  Permits — Alteration  (16),  Building  Permits — 
New  Construction  (31),  Wine  and  Malt  Beverages  (1),  Tem¬ 
porary  Wine  and  Malt  Beverages  (4) ,  and  a  dog  racing  meeting 
license  was  issued  to  the  Taunton  Greyhound  Assoc.,  Inc., 
beginning  August  31,  1956  to  October  27,  1956. 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  DIGHTON  DURING  1956 


Date  Name 


Parents 


JANUARY 

3  Deborah  Ann  Rabbitt 
8  Susan  Diane  Chamberlain 

8  .  Deslauriers 

18  Beth  Elaine  Babbitt 
22  Catherine  Frances  Laine 
26  Deirdre  Jane  Goulart 
30  Susan  Ann  Rose 


John  D.  &  Mary  C.  Martin  Rabbitt 
Elmer  A.  &  Harriet  Poor  Chamberlain 
Leo  J.  &  Julia  Perry  Deslauriers 
Richard  E.  &  Verna  White  Babbitt 
Leo  R.  &  Joan  Reynolds  Laine 
Edward  F.  &  Doris  Dionne  Goulart 
Anthony  G.  &  Margaret  Lewis  Rose 


FEBRUARY 

3  George  Richard  Swisher 
5  Debra  Jean  Amaral 

7  Mark  Steven  Quackenbush 

8  Susan  Lelia  Duffy 
12  Virginia  Ann  Ross 
22  Stephen  Allen  Perry 

22  Jane  Frances  Haggstrom 

27  James  Kenneth  Sammons 
MARCH 


Arlyn  W.  &  Emily  Tavares  Swisher 
Francis  &  Margaret  Thompson  Amaral 
Gerald  &  Evelyn  May  Quackenbush 
Leo  A.  &  Florence  Sousa  Duffy 
Norman  A.  &  Rosemarie  Menard  Ross 
Hannibal  J.  &  Evelyn  Arruda  Perry 
Walter  R.  &  Frances  Wyatt 
Haggstrom 

James  A.  &  Lorrayne  J.  Sylvia 
Sammons 


7 

21 

23 

23 

23 


William  John  Mendoza 
Georgia  Marie  Bump 

Robert  Baxter  Dermody 

June  Marie  Burden 


William  J.  &  Evelyn  Dupere  Mendoza 
George  D.  &  Lolamarie  Townsend 
Bump 

Richard  J.  &  Ethel  Baxter-Green 
Dermody 

William  H.  &  Norma  E.  Crawford 
Burden 


Robert  Kenneth  CummingsKenneth  &  Rose  Marie  Goulart 

Cummings 


APRIL 


i  William  Joseph  Kelley  Thomas  &  Elnora  Crowninshield 

Kelley 

11  Robert  Morris  Brown  Robert  &  Marybelle  Stonely  Brown 


MAY 

3  Patricia  Ann  Vaz 
10  Stephen  Wayne  Rose 

17  Roberta  Rose  Hagopian 

18  Alan  Charles  Souza 
20  Cynthia  Jean  Phillips 
27  Sean  Michael  Kearney 

JUNE 

1  Robert  Windsor  Tinkham 
13  Lynn  Frances  Barry 

JULY 

1  James  Edward  Cabral 
3  Laurie  Jo  Ashcroft 


Arthur  &  Emily  Perry  Vaz 
George  &  Mae  Jones  Rose 
Harry  &  Aza  Parsekian  Hagopian 
Frank  &  Josephine  Souza  Souza 
David  &  Norma  Davis  Phillips 
John  &  Sheila  Sullivan  Kearney 


Robert  &  Ann  Neven  Tinkham 
Ralph  David  &  Cynthia  Coe  Barry 


Charles  &  Nancy  Wickham  Cabral 
William  &  Barbara  Horton  Ashcroft 
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3  Donna  Marie  Rivet  Richard  &  Theresa  Torres  Rivet 

14  Milton  Eugene  Ashley  Lewis  &  Dora  Jacques  Ashley 

18  Donald  Silvia  Alvin  &  Beatrice  Gracia  Silvia 

23  Kenneth  Raymond  Harwood  Raymond  &  Edith  Williams  Harwood 

24  Arthur  Phillip  Correia  Arthur  &  Catherine  Taylor  Correia 

24  Carl  Fredrick  Hayward  Leonard,  Jr.  &  Eleanor  Casey  Haywrard 

28  Jonathan  Samuel  Fain  Richard  &  Natalie  Chamberlain  Fain 

31  Jane  Ann  Lopes  Benjamin  &  Marilyn  Peirce  Lopes 


AUGUST 


2 

Scott  Wesley  Brown 

8 

Laurie  Ann  Jones 

8 

Edmund  John  Lema 

11 

Valerie  Jean  Cummings 

20 

Jeffrey  Joseph  Perry 

20 

John  Bruce  Zasmuta 

23 

Ann  Cecelia  Warren 

30 

Raymond  Ticado 

SEPTEMBER 

1 

Robert  Francis  Carreiro 

6 

Jill  Hope  Nelson 

16 

Brenda  Joyce  Duarte 

16 

John  Benevides 

21 

William  John  Mendoza 

OCTOBER 

17 

Lorraine  Frances  Rose 

18 

Arthur  Michael  Perry 

22 

Helene  Grace  Rines 

NOVEMBER 

1 

Michael  Gerald  Fleming 

7 

Mark  Lincoln  Reid 

9 

Susan  Content  Hathaway 

15 

Susan  Mary  Amaral 

15 

Jeannine  Marie  Dutra 

16 

Cynthia  Silvia 

16 

Daniel  Charles  Sirois 

18 

Perry 

19 

Nancy  Ann  Lounsbury 

26 

George  Henry  Foley 

28 

Richard  Everett  Hamilton 

30 

.  Swisher 

DECEMBER 

4 

Dana  Scott  Carpenter 

6 

Joseph  Dwyer  O’Connell 

11 

Susan  Clara  Gray 

14 

Cindy  Lee  Chamberlain 

19 

Jane  Ann  Lavoie 

25 

Paul  David  Riley 

31 

Diane  Fernandes 

Albert  J.  &  Ruth  Sedgwick  Brown 
Kendall  &  Barbara  Phillips  Jones 
John  &  Mary  Arruda  Lema 
Robert  &  Elizabeth  Gurney  Cummings 
George  &  Mary  Rose  Perry 
John  &  Marceline  Monteiro  Zasmuta 
Thomas  &  Teresa  Kelly  Warren 
George  &  Maria  Figueroa  Ticado 


Alfred  &  Marjorie  Ennes  Carreiro 
Thomas  &  Lois  Bleaszard  Nelson 
William  &  Lorraine  Motta  Duarte 
William  &  Gladys  Cambra  Benevides 
William  &  Evelyn  Dupere  Mendoza 


Andrew  &  Esther  Lewis  Rose 
Arthur  &  Lucille  Poisson  Perry 
Philip  &  Frances  Colman  Rines 


James  &  Dorothy  Johnson  Fleming 
Richardson  &  Nancy  Thacher  Reid 
Joseph  &  Della  Wagner  Hathaway 
Matthew  &  Alice  Walsh  Amaral 
George  &  Maureen  Welch  Dutra 
Alphonse  &  Elsie  Silvia  Silvia 
Joseph  E.  &  Lucille  Boutin  Sirois 
William  &  Louise  Horton  Perry 
Frederick  &  Doreen  Pemberton 
Lounsbury 

George  J.  &  Rosanne  Stack  Foley 
Walter  &  Alberta  Snow  Hamilton 
Arlyn  &  Emily  Tavares  Swisher 


Laurence  &  Emily  Carr  Carpenter 
William  M.  &  Patricia  Blake  O’Connell 
George  L.  &  Rose  Pawloski  Gray 
Elmer  &  Harriet  Poor  Chamberlain 
Harold  P.  &  Irene  Malia  Lavoie 
George  F.  &  Grace  Tillson  Riley 
John  &  Celeste  Vincent  Fernandes 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


JANUARY 

21  Richard  E.  Fife  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  and  Audrey 
M.  Linden  of  Dighton. 

21  Malcolm  S.  Goff  of  Dighton  and  Dorothy  E.  Ornellas  of 
Taunton. 

21  Robert  Baris  of  Cranston,  R.  I.  and  Kathleen  Mendoza 
of  Dighton. 

28  Edward  A.  Gustafson  of  Dighton  and  Barbara  M.  Den- 
bow  of  Dighton. 

MARCH 

17  William  S.  Bradford  of  Bridgewater  and  Sally  Gailes 
of  Dighton. 

APRIL 

5  Raul  Silva  of  Fall  River  and  Rose  M.  Lima  of  Dighton. 

7  Bent  R.  Paiva  of  Dighton  and  Pauline  I.  Charbonneau 
of  Taunton. 

7  John  A.  Berger  of  Dighton  and  Muriel  L.  Smith  of 
Rehoboth. 

14  Edgar  E.  Standring  of  Dighton  and  Elizabeth  M.  Enos 
of  Swansea. 

19  Thomas  White  Caldwell  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  and  Barbara 
Lois  Carr  of  Dighton. 

21  Benjamin  Coleman  Studley  of  Wellesley  and  Ellen 
Patricia  Hills  of  Waltham. 

27  Gerald  E.  Taylor  of  Fields  Point,  R.  I.  and  Barbara  A. 
Heflin  of  Dighton. 

MAY 

5  John  R.  Stanley,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Joyce  Rae  Duffy  of 
Freetown. 

6  Richard  B.  Patterson  of  Allentown,  Penn,  and  Ruth  A. 
McCracken  of  Dighton. 

19  Carle  E.  Brinnel  of  Dighton  and  Irene  F.  Avylla  of 
Dighton. 
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19  George  Richard  Knott  of  Dighton  and  Marion  Louise 
Faidell  of  Taunton. 

30  Antone  Mendes  of  Taunton  and  Lorraine  K.  Rose  of 
Dighton. 


JUNE 

9  Jeremiah  Francis  Cottrell  of  Dighton  and  Janice  Eliza¬ 
beth  Heineman  of  Taunton. 

16  Robert  B.  Sherman  of  Dighton  and  Joyce  B.  Soares  of 
Dighton. 

16  Harold  E.  Moniz  of  Swansea  ari3  Mary  Paiva  of  Dighton. 

16  Richard  F.  Simmons  of  Dighton  and  Barbara  A.  McEl- 
roy  of  Taunton. 

19  William  Duarte,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Lorraine  Mae  Motta 
of  Dighton. 

23  Gene  Swauger  of  Dighton  and  Eileen  Rose  of  Dighton. 

30  William  E.  Fleming,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Alice  E.  Thomas 
of  Dighton. 

30  Raymond  Corey  of  Dighton  and  Patricia  E.  Borden  of 
Dighton. 

30  Francis  L.  Levesque  of  Taunton  and  Patricia  Lenney  of 
Dighton. 

30  Harold  C.  Engen  of  Bedford  and  Isabelle  A.  Nunes  of 
Dighton. 

30  George  Pontes  of  Dighton  and  Edith  K.  Reid  of  Rayn- 
ham. 

JULY 

6  Lowell  Eugene  McCain  of  Alexander  City,  Ala.  and 
Muriel  Elizabeth  McNeil  of  Dighton. 

AUGUST 

4  John  Marques,  Jr.  of  Fall  River  and  Patricia  Joyce 
Teves  of  Dighton. 

4  Clinton  Valentine  Davis,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Ruthanna 
Coburn  of  Rehoboth. 

11  Louis  E.  Perry  of  Dighton  and  Barbara  T.  Bumpus  of 
Bridgewater. 

25  Roger  Ernest  Silva  of  Rehoboth  and  Grace  Isabelle 
Munroe  of  Rehoboth. 
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SEPTEMBER 

3  Francis  E.  King  of  Taunton  and  Dolores  R.  Ferreira  oi 
Dighton. 

15  Robert  James  Ross  of  Dighton  and  Joan  Ruth  Owens  of 
Taunton. 

29  Kenneth  Rezendes  of  Assonet  and  Gladys  M.  Smith  of 
Dighton. 

OCTOBER 

5  Carleton  Douglas  Horton  of  Dighton  and  Wilhelmina 
Souza  of  Dighton. 

6  Paul  J.  Hoffshire  of  Dighton  and  Carol  E.  Duhamel  of 
Taunton. 

6  David  A.  Pilling  of  Dighton  and  Ruth  A.  Sears  of 
Dighton. 

6  John  Dupont  of  Taunton  and  Lucille  Catabia  of  Dighton. 

6  Ralph  Ernest  Isherwood  of  New  Bedford  and  Althea 
Ethel  Bennett  of  Taunton. 

18  Robert  C.  McCracken  of  Dighton  and  Alberta  P.  Vas- 
concellas  of  Taunton. 

27  Bernard  Pierce  of  Dighton  and  Beatrice  Farrell  of 
Taunton. 

NOVEMBER 

3  William  F.  Virdinlia  of  Dighton  and  Janet  Rose  of 
Dighton. 

3  Robert  F.  Boucher  of  Attleboro  and  Evelyn  M.  Adams 
of  Dighton. 

12  Robert  James  Peloquin  of  Dighton  and  Monica  Mary 
(Wallace)  Hunnicutt  of  Attleboro. 

22  George  E.  Adams,  3rd  of  Berkley  and  Helen  C.  Gilbert 
of  Dighton. 

DECEMBER 

1  George  Gil  of  Dighton  and  Mildred  A.  Mathews  of 
Taunton. 

8  Stanford  Quick  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  and  Anna 
Millici  of  East  Providence,  R.  I. 
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22  Peter  A.  Thomas  of  Lincoln,  Mass,  and  Muriel  M. 
Hulbert  of  Rehoboth. 

29  John  F.  McConville  of  Dighton  and  Hertha  G.  Horn  of 
East  Boston. 

31  Howard  W.  Phillips  of  Taunton  and  Minnie  T.  (Eddy) 
Hayden  of  Dighton. 


Census  as  of  January  1,  1955:  Population  of  Dighton 

Precinct  A — 1308 
Precinct  B —  683 
Precinct  C — 1324 


Total  3315 

Registered  Voters  as  of  October  5,  1956 

Precinct  A —  709 
Precinct  B —  458 
Precinct  C —  605 


Total 


1772 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Date  Name 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days 

JANUARY 

6  Emma  Gardiner 

85 

4 

23 

7  Frederick  J.  Wall 

60 

6 

5 

8  Infant  Deslauriers 

Stillborn 

FEBRUARY 

6  William  Cameron 

82 

8 

20 

9  Patrick  Sheedy 

77 

11 

24 

12  Virginia  Ann  Ross 

Stillborn 

20  Viriato  Monteiro 

81 

2 

2 

APRIL 

2  Charles  B.  White 

73 

7 

20 

22  Marion  Cecelia  Brown 

49 

7 

22 

30  George  Brooks 

75 

5 

27 

JUNE 

7  Walter  D.  Pilling 

49 

7 

7 

7  Malcolm  Martin 

52 

3 

9 

15  Herminie  Boucher 

69 

30  Lucy  Ella  Grosvenor 

74 

9 

25 

JULY 

7  Clarence  Dutra 

42 

21  Benjamin  Vasquez  Maldonado 

38 

8 

5 

25  Frank  Motte 

73 

3 

24 

AUGUST 

2  Louis  Carpenter 

60 

11  Lester  Irving  Babbitt 

64 

28  Jessie  G.  Brown 

71 
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SEPTEMBER 

1 

Jay  Wilbur  Winters 

63 

11 

20 

1 

Howard  Perry  Hathaway 

79 

5 

9 

9 

Peter  Mendes  Teixeira 

70 

1 

19 

21 

Infant  Mendoza 

Stillborn 

22 

Juliana  St.  Germaine 

71 

OCTOBER 

2 

Mary  Amelia  Rose 

84 

4 

6 

3 

Maria  Rose  Motte 

65 

7 

7 

Anastasia  Walczak 

64 

1 

7 

25 

Michael  J.  Stefanik 

45 

1 

27 

NOVEMBER 

18 

Infant  Perry 

Stillborn 

19 

Mary  Frances  Rose 

78 

5 

13 

23 

Rose  Simmons 

68 

24 

Delia  Jones 

72 

27 

Anthony  Gomes 

42 

10 

4 

DECEMBER 

10 

John  Holt 

79 

9 

2 

13 

Eleanor  Barrows 

75 

4 

9 

16 

Adelaide  Sweet 

82 

2 

5 
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Jesse  P.  Goff  .  100.00  101.09  2.79  103.88  2.00  101.88 

George  H.  Horton  .  100.00  192.50  5.32  197.82  8.00  189.82 

E.  &  J.  Lincoln  . .'. .  200.00  216.60  5.98  222.58  6.00  216.58 

Gilbert  Strange  .  200.00  200.10  5.53  205.63  4.00  201.63 

Josiah  R.  Talbot  .  100.00  153.10  4.23  157.33  157.33 
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JURY  LIST  —  1956-1957 


Name 

Occupation 

Address 

Post  Office 

Abrain,  Mabel 

Housewife- 

Brook  St. 

Dighton 

Bradshaw,  Charles  T. 

Retired 

Walker  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Cash,  John  J. 

W  arehouseman 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Catabia,  Louise 

Electronics  Worker 

Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Chamberlain,  Albert 

Warehouse  Foreman 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Cobb,  John 

Jewelry  Supervisor 

108  Cedar  St. 

Dighton 

Cole,  Elliot  D. 

Retired 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Compos,  Arthur 

Self-employed 

County  St. 

Dighton 

DeMello,  Manuel  S'. 

Farmer 

School  Lane 

Dighton 

DeSantos,  Edgar 

Clerk 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Doraz,  Anthony 

Caretaker 

55  Forest  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Fisher,  Alfred 

Farmer 

Elm  St. 

Dighton 

Frazer,  Everett 

Chauffeur 

65  Bedford  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Golf,  Beryl 

At  Home 

Hart  St. 

Dighton 

Greenlaw,  Henry 

Purchasing  Agent 

Somerset  Ave. 

Segreganset 

Harris,  Charles  W. 

Self-employed  Salesman 

Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Hay,  Anna  J. 

Practical  Nurse 

County  St. 

Dighton 

Horton,  Hazel  W. 

Housewife 

Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Horton,  Raymond 

Farmer 

Wellington  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Ingham,  Catherine  R. 

Housewife 

110  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Knox,  Jean  A. 

Housewife 

Hart  St. 

Dighton 

Kossoi,  Peter 

Self-employed 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Lassen,  Josephine 

Housewife 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Leonard,  Charles 

Retired 

Lincoln  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Menard,  Kathleen  F. 

Housewife 

School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Phillips,  George 

Power  Sales  Engineer 

Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Pires,  John 

Farmer 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Pivirotto,  Leo 

Salesman 

Spring  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Reed,  Hazel 

Housewife 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Robinson,  H.  Judson 

Self-employed 

Center  St. 

Segreganset 

Shaw,  Benjamin 

Self-employed 

Water  St. 

Dighton 

Sherrington,  Anna  C. 

Housewife 

53  Chase  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Sherrington,  Harold 

Salesman 

Chase  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Smith,  John 

Truck  Driver  &  Laborer 

Winthrop  St. 

Dighton 

Somerville,  William  E. 

Retired 

Chase  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Stafford,  Elwyn 

Hardener 

Somerset  Ave. 

Segreganset 

Tuttle,  Helen  H. 

Housewife 

Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Wilson,  Myrtle 

Bank  Teller 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Wyeth,  Edwin  R. 

Retired 

Center  St. 

Segreganset 
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JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  1956 


January  9,  1956 — 

Mariano  G.  Ferreira,  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton,  Auto  Mechan¬ 
ic. 

Peter  Fitzmaurice,  41  School  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Stationary 
Fireman. 

Charles  Gilbert,  35  School  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Painter. 
February  8,  1956 — 

Frank  Souza,  69  Winter  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Maintenance 
Man. 

* 

March  7,  1956 — 

Thomas  F.  Rose,  167  Williams  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Engineer. 
April  11,  1956— 

Charles  H.  Mason,  Somerset  Ave.,  No.  Dighton,  Main¬ 
tenance  Man. 

May  9,  1956— 

Austin  Barney,  Wellington  St.,  Dighton,  Retired. 

Clinton  T.  Potter,  Somerset  Ave.,  No.  Dighton,  Poultry 
Raiser. 

September  5,  1956 — 

Elwyn  Stafford,  Somerset  Ave.,  Segreganset,  Hardener. 
September  11,  1956 — 

Arthur  Compos,  County  St.,  Dighton,  Self-employed. 
October  10,  1956 — 

Raymond  Horton,  Wellington  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Farmer. 
Peter  Kossoi,  Main  St.,  Dighton,  Self-employed. 

November  7,  1956 — 

Henry  Greenlaw,  Somerset  Ave.,  Segreganset,  Purchasing 
Agent. 

December  5,  1956 — 

Mabel  Abrain,  Brook  St.,  Dighton,  Housewife. 

Everett  Frazer,  65  Bedford  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Chauffeur. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


Our  annual  report  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  for  the  year 
1956  is  as  follows: 


Appropriations 

To  be  raised  by  taxation  $400,646.40 

To  be  transferred  from  available  funds  79,448.56 

State  taxes:  audit  and  state  parks  1,810.76 

County  tax  13,360.68 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  Assessment  5,420.99 

Underestimates  in  1955  2,316.21 

Overlay  10,996.61 


$513,500.21 


Estimated  Receipts 


Income  Tax 

$46,358.29 

Corporation  Tax 

32,191.00 

Old  Age  Tax  (Meals) 

1,041.51 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise 

32,908.44 

Licenses 

2,756.28 

Fines 

40.00 

General  Government 

33.20 

Health  &  Sanitation 

54.00 

Charities 

5,666.13 

Old  Age  Assistance 

17,970.85 

Veterans’  Services 

2,552.14 

Schools 

59,060.16 

Interest 

1,140.12 

State  Assistance  for  School 

Construction 

11,792.02 

Rent  Municipal  Building 

405.00 

Overestimates  of  1955 

1,795.81 
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To  be  transferred  from 

available  funds  $79,448.56 


$295,213.51 

Total  to  be  raised  by  taxes 

$218,286.70 

Number  of  Polls  1,059 

Taxes  assessed  on  Polls 

Value  of  Personal  Property 

$512,162 

$2,118.00 

Taxes  assessed  on  Personal 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

3,991,352 

24,583.80 

Taxes  assessed  on  Real  Estate 

191,584.90 

Total  Valuation 

$4,503,514 

Total  Taxes  Assessed 

$218,286.70 

Tax  Rate — $48.00  per  M 


Total  number  of  real  &  personal  assessments  1,110 


Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed 

12,585 

Number  of  Dwelling  houses  assessed 

857 

Number  of  businesses  assessed 

31 

Value  of  exempt  property 

$1,258,756.30 

Stock  in  Trade 

$28,575.00 

Machinery 

70,800.00 

Live  Stock 

36,807.00 

Other  Tangible  Personal  Property 

375,980.00 

Land  exclusive  of  Buildings 

648,960.00 

Buildings  exclusive  of  Land 

3,342,392.00 

Horses 

10 

Neat  Cattle,  cows 

193 

heifers 

40 

- 

Swine 

45 

Sheep 

70 

F  owl 

10,350 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise 

$614,000.00 

Total  Taxes  Assessed  on  Excise 

$  29,264.39 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
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Appropriations 
State  Audit 
Overlay 


Dighton  Water  District 

$38,875.91 

195.37 

1,037.99 


Estimated  Receipts 

Amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  $270,860.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal 
Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate  1,597,810.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 


Total  Assessed  Valuation  $1,868,670.00 

Total  Taxes 

Total  Number  Assessed  421 

Tax  Rate — $11.00  per  M 


Dighton  Electric  Light  District 


Appropriations 
State  Audit 
Overlay 


$3,672.50 

27.85 

202.90 


Estimated  Receipts 
Net  Amount  to  be  Raised 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  262,645.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 
Value  of  Real  Estate  1,470,955.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 


Total  Assessed  Valuation  $1,733,600.00 


Total  Taxes 

Total  Number  Assessed  372 

Tax  Rate — $2.25  per  M 


$40,109.27 

19,553.68 

$20,555.59 

2,979.50 

17,576.09 


$20,555.59 


$3,903.25 

None 

$3,903.25 

591.04 

3,312.21 


$3,903.25 
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North  Dighton  Fire  District 


Appropriations  $17,838.00 

Appropriated  from  Available  Funds  6,729.25 
Overlay  446.30 


Estimated  Receipts  $11,837.27 

Taken  from  Available  Funds  6,729.25 


$25,013.55 

18,566.52 


Net  Amount  to  be  Raised 

Value  of  Personal  Estate  $102,575.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 
Value  of  Real  Estate  1,405,572.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 


$6,447.03 

$435.96 

6,011.07 


Total  Assessed  Valuation  $1,508,147.00 


Total  Taxes  $6,447.03 

Total  Number  Assessed  257 

Tax  Rate  $4.25  per  M 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  MENDOZA,  Chairman 
RAYMOND  HORTON 
ROY  WALKER 


REPORT  OF  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  elm  trees  in  Town  have  had  two  sprays  as  ordered 
by  the  State  under  my  supervision  at  the  cost  of  $350.00.  The 
spraying  was  done  by  the  Hixon  Tree  Company.  We  also  paid 
$2,410.14  for  the  removal  of  diseased  and  dead  elm  trees  and 
debris. 

While  we  have  no  gypsy  moth  in  the  Town  at  present, 
we  are  on  the  watch  in  case  they  should  return. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE, 

Moth  Superintendent 


TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Streets : 


General  Account 


Superintendent  of  Streets 

$  240.00 

Beacons 

70.81 

Snow  Plowing  &  Sanding 

3,367.70 

Various  Streets,  Miscellaneous 

6,361.93 

$10,040.44 

Gravel  Roads 

Baylies  St. 

1,031.07 

Oak  St. 

1,886.30 

Horton  St. 

840.80 

Tremont  St. 

8,559.37 

Various  Sts.,  Miscellaneous 

1,781.36 

$14,098.90 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance 

Baylies  St. 

29.75 

Center  St. 

392.40 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 

148.31 

Main  St. 

566.30 

Williams  St. 

3,797.33 

$4,934.09 

Chapter  90 — Williams  St. 

Williams  St.,  Dec.  7,  1955 — Dec.  31,  1956 

$22,814.47 

Road  Machinery  Acct. 

Equipment,  Gas,  Oil,  Miscellaneous 

$  9,401.10 
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Chapter  81 


Baylies  St. 

1,362.85 

Bedford  St. 

50.40 

Briggs  St. 

78.00 

Brook  St. 

300.50 

Cedar  St. 

7,571.44 

Center  St. 

1,669.35 

Chase  St. 

94.05 

Chestnut  St. 

109.10 

Elm  St. 

388.24 

Forest  St. 

52.00 

Hart  St. 

201.35 

Horton  St. 

624.20 

Lewis  St. 

52.50 

Lincoln  Ave. 

69.25 

Main  St. 

450.00 

Maple  St. 

42.75 

Middle  St. 

110.30 

Milk  St. 

62.25 

Miller’s  Lane 

167.30 

Muddy  Cove  Lane 

490.40 

Mt.  Hope  St. 

35.00 

North  St. 

53.33 

Oak  St. 

223.75 

Park  St. 

56.80 

Pine  St. 

49.00 

Pleasant  St. 

86.75 

Prospect  St. 

119.36 

School  St. 

25.25 

School  Lane 

204.69 

Smith  St. 

144.50 

Somerset  Ave. 

49.25 

Spring  St. 

295.20 

Summer  St. 

97.55 

Tremont  St. 

4,168.11 

Walker  St. 

35.95 

Water  St. 

65.75 

Wellington  St. 

83.40 

Wheeler  St. 

187.25 
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Williams  St. 
Various  Sts. 


780.55 

116.95 

$20,824.62 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 

Superintendent  of  Streets 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Herewith  is  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  the  year  1956. 

I  have  made  inspections  with  the  Hixon  Tree  Company, 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Fall 
River  Electric  Light  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 

Tree  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1956. 

The  Department  received  90  calls  as  follows: 

Type  Number 


Automobile 

2 

Automobile  Accident 

2 

Barn 

1 

Broken  Electric  Wire 

1 

Brush 

12 

Chimney 

5 

Dump 

12 

Factory 

1 

False  Alarm 

2 

Flushing  Culvert 

1 

Food  Freezer 

1 

Fruit  Stand 

2 

Grass 

23 

House 

6 

Over  Night  Cabins 

1 

Paint  Shop 

1 

Range  Burner 

1 

Rubbish 

1 

Service  Wire 

1 

Shed 

3 

Store 

2 

Television  Set 

1 

Transformer 

2 

Wash  Road 

1 

Woods 

4 

Wood  (Piled) 

1 
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Mutual  Aid  to: 

Rehoboth  Fire  Dept. 
Taunton  Fire  Dept. 


1 

1 


The  following  are  approximate  figures  on  the  amount  of 
water  pumped,  hose  laid  and  ladders  raised: 

297,805  gallons  of  water 

7.200  ft.  Booster  hose 

9.200  ft.  IT/s"  Booster  hose 
4,450  ft.  1  Booster  hose 
4,450  ft.  21/2"  Booster  hose 

187  ft.  Ladders 

Permits  issued: 

Dynamite  1 

Bottled  Gas  23 

Oil  Burners  34 

On  June  5  and  6,  the  Department  aided  Taunton  in  rescue 
work  at  Sabbatia  Lake  using  two  Walkie  Talkie  Radios,  again 
on  June  17  aid  was  sent  to  Taunton,  Weir  Village  section, 
supplying  radios  for  communications. 

Drills  on  various  phases  of  fire  fighting  were  held  monthly 
and  attended. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Town  Officials 
and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  assistance  and  fine 
cooperation  in  keeping  the  fire  losses  down  during  the  year. 

Telephone  Dighton  NO  9-3131 — Taunton  VA  3-3700. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Dept, 
and  Forest  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  AMBULANCE 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Ambulance  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1956. 

During  the  year  the  Ambulance  made  68  trips  as  follows : 
To  Children’s  Hospital,  Boston  2 

Deaconess  Hospital,  Boston  1 

Lakeville  Sanatorium,  Middleboro  1 

Morton  Hospital,  Taunton  30 

New  England  Medical  Center,  Boston  1 

Newport  Naval  Hospital,  Newport  1 

Pondville  Hospital,  Walpole  1 

Rest  Homes  9 

St.  Anne’s  Hospital,  Fall  River  1 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital,  Attleboro  1 

Taunton  Dog  Track,  Dighton  1 

Taunton  State  Hospital,  Taunton  2 

Truesdale  Hospital,  Fall  River  3 

Union  Hospital,  Fall  River  4 

Veterans’  Hospital,  Providence  1 

From  Deaconess  Hospital,  Boston  1 

Morton  Hospital,  Taunton  4 

Pondville  Hospital,  Walpole  1 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Middleboro  2 

Truesdale  Hospital,  Fall  River  1 

Calls — not  needed  1 

Patients  handled  72 

Automobile  accidents  4 

Occupational  accidents  4 

Resuscitator  used  6 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  who  have  so  willingly  manned  the  Ambulance 
during  the  year. 

Telephone  Dighton  NO  9-3131. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  Dighton  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1956. 

Arrests  made  by  the  State  Police  in  Dighton  during  the 

year :  ^ 

Fe- 

Male  male 

Breaking,  Entering  &  Larceny  (Day)  1 

Operating  to  endanger  2 

Speeding  10 

Adultery  1  1 

Lewdness  1 

Drunk  9  1 

Being  concerned  with  setting  up  and 

promoting  lottery  1 

Possession  of  lottery  tickets  1 

Operating  w/o  license  in  possession  1 

Passing  view  obstructed  2 

Refusing  to  stop  for  police  officer  2 

Operating  under  influence  2 

Transporting  general  commodities  on  the  Lord’s  Day  2 
Non-support  1 

Arrests  made  by  the  Dighton  Police  Department: 
Drunkeness  19  2 

Non-Support  1 

Driving  to  endanger  4 

Assault  &  Battery  2 

Begetting  1 

A.W.O.L.  from  Navy  1 

Drunken  driving  5 

Driving  without  registration  on  person  2 

Driving  without  license  1 

Vagrancy  1 
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Accidents  reported: 


1.  Persons  injured 

2.  Fatalities 


27 

2 


Breaking  and  entering 
Attempted  break 


2 

1 


Juveniles: 

The  juvenile  situation  in  the  Town  of  Dighton  is  good. 
There  were  15  complaints  received  during  the  year.  All 
were  of  a  minor  nature.  They  were  investigated  and  taken  up 
with  the  children’s  parents  and  no  court  action  was  necessary. 

Reserve  Officers: 

Reserve  Officers  were  assigned  to  relieve  me  on  my  days 
off.  They  were  also  assigned  to  various  other  posts  when 
needed;  such  as  the  Taunton  Dog  Track,  Agricultural  School, 
Elementary  and  High  Schools  for  dances,  games,  etc.  They 
patrolled  the  Town  over  the  long  Halloween  week-end  and 
no  reports  of  malicious  damage  were  received.  This  is  due 
in  part  to  the  work  of  the  Parent  Teachers  Association  in 
having  parties,  etc.  for  the  children.  I  hope  this  practice 
continues. 


Traffic : 


Although  many  complaints  have  been  received  about 
speeding  on  the  various  roads  in  the  Town,  there  is  a  noted 
improvement  in  the  traffic  situation.  A  constant  patrol  has 
been  maintained  on  the  main  roads,  and  a  uniformed  Reserve 
Officer  has  been  stationed  at  various  intersections  during 
the  late  afternoons.  This  has  helped  to  alleviate  the  situation 
to  a  great  extent. 

The  parking  situation  in  the  vicinity  of  General  Bronze 
is  very  good  at  this  time. 

I  wish  to  state  here  that  Mr.  Leonard  and  Inspector  White 
of  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  have  been  very  helpful  to 
the  Police  Department  throughout  the  year.  Also,  that  the 
State  Police  of  the  Rehoboth  Barracks,  under  the  direction  of 
Sgt.  Benoit,  have  been  most  cooperative  in  furnishing 
assistance  when  needed. 
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Dog  Track: 

The  Taunton  Dog  Track  operated  for  a  period  of  fifty 
nights,  with  an  average  attendance  of  8,000  persons  per  night. 
During  this  time  there  were  no  traffic  accidents  reported 
while  persons  were  enroute  to  and  from  the  Track.  The 
Reserve  Officers  were  commended  for  the  efficient  way  they 
performed  their  duties  at  the  Track  and  on  their  various 
traffic  posts  by  the  Track  Management. 

The  Town  of  Dighton  received  an  award  from  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  in  recognition  of  no  fatal  accidents 
for  the  year  1955. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  Dighton  for 
the  cooperation  and  courtesy  extended  to  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  CARLSTROM, 

Chief  of  Police 


REPORT  OF  THE  HARBOR  MASTER 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  harbor  of  the  Town  of 
Dighton  has  shown  a  large  increase  in  its  use  by  the  pleasure 
boatmen  as  a  place  to  moor  and  enjoy  their  boats. 

The  Taunton  Yacht  Club  has  added  a  power  tender  to 
its  facilities,  which  had  made  it  feasible  to  locate  moorings 
farther  from  the  Club  than  was  previously  practical. 

The  presence  of  the  barge  ashore  below  Dighton  Rock 
Park,  and  the  barge  ashore  across  the  river  on  the  State 
Park  Land  has  been  a  source  of  considerable  worry  to  the 
yachtsmen  using  our  harbor  as  a  mooring  location.  If  these 
barges  should  break  loose  at  a  time  of  extreme  high  water, 
they  could  damage  the  fleet  as  well  as  some  of  the  homes  and 
shore  facilities  along  our  harbor  front. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARNOLD  B.  SHAW, 

Harbor  Master 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  HISTORIAN 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

During  the  year  1956,  I  have  continued  study  of  Dighton 
town  meeting  records  from  1791  to  1810,  the  period  of  the 
exodus  of  many  citizens  to  the  better  farm  lands  of  New 
York  and  Ohio  and  the  occupation  of  their  homes  by  laborers 
and  women  spinners. 

I  have  spent  much  time  in  arranging  for  proper  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  large  collection  of  clippings  and  historical  material 
collected  by  Mrs.  Frank  Horton  and  contributed  by  her 
daughter,  Miss  May  Horton  of  Providence.  Among  others 
who  have  contributed  interesting  material  are  Police  Chief 
Carlstrom,  Mr.  Norman  Bowen,  Mrs.  Esther  Bowden  and  Mr. 
Walter  Hamilton. 

In  working  toward  a  worthwhile  celebration  of  Dighton’s 
250th  anniversary,  I  am  aiming  at  the  following: 

1.  A  complete  account  of  the  history  of  Dighton. 

2.  Erection  of  signs  pointing  out  places  of  interest. 

3.  Continued  improvement  of  the  Town  Cemetery  on  the 
site  of  the  first  meeting  house,  the  burial  place  of  many 
distinguished  citizens. 

4.  Continued  protection  of  the  Council  Oak. 

5.  Restoration  of  District  Number  Two  School  House, 
now  standing  in  the  Unitarian  Cemetery  and  its  re¬ 
moval  to  a  convenient  location.  This  school  house, 
built  in  the  early  1800’s  was  last  used  as  a  school 
during  the  summer  session  of  the  year  1870,  with  Miss 
S.  B.  Phillips  teaching  54  pupils,  and  it  still  contains 
the  teacher’s  desk  and  a  few  pupils’  desks. 

6.  Some  provision  for  the  housing  and  care  of  valuable 
historical  articles. 

Forming  a  society  of  interested  people  to  further  this 
program  has  been  suggested.  I  recommend  that  this  be  done. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  H.  LANE, 

Town  Historian 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton: 

The  major  Civil  Defense  accomplishment  this  year  was 
the  completion  of  the  project  to  get  radios  for  all  the  fire 
trucks  of  the  Town. 

Under  way  now  is  a  project  for  some  sort  of  rescue 
vehicle  under  the  matching  funds  program. 

The  Civil  Defense  program  both  Statewide  and  Nation¬ 
ally  is  very  well  organized  now  and  is  quite  complex.  It 
remains  for  the  towns  and  cities  to  bring  their  organizations 
up  to  stength,  and,  this,  the  Civil  Defense  department  of 
your  town  hopes  to  do  this  year  with  the  whole-hearted 
cooperation  of  every  citizen  of  the  Town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STAFFORD  H.  HAMBLY, 

Civil  Defense  Director 


LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1956. 


Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  10,694 

Adult  books  5,073 

Juvenile  books  4,965 

Magazines  656 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  818 

Collected  in  fines  $43.20 

New  books  added  during  the  year  233 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HELENA  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Town  Librarian 
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REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  received  complaints  of  dogs  in  the  following  categories: 


Annoying  Live  Stock 
Dead  Dogs  in  Roads 
Dog  Bite  Cases 
Injured  Dogs 
Lost 
Strays 


3 

10 

5 

6 
5 

16 


REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 


31,  1956. 


I  have  tested,  adjusted  and  sealed  the  following: 

20  scales — 7  adjusted. 

5  weights. 

14  automatic  measuring  devices — 1  adjusted. 
16  capacity  measures. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Board  of  Selectmen 
Dighton,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  work  done  by  me  during 
the  year  1956: 


Butter  Fats 

Bacteria  Counts 

Coliforms 

January 

13 

13 

2 

February 

10 

10 

4 

March 

15 

15 

— 

April 

28 

31 

4 

May 

29 

30 

3 

June 

16 

16 

July 

15 

21 

August 

12 

12 

September 

11 

11 

October 

19 

24 

November 

20 

20 

11 

December 

18 

18 

10 

206 

221 

34 

Follow-up  work  was  done  in  all  cases  where  high  bacteria 
counts  called  for  investigation. 

I  have  inspected  all  establishments  selling  food  in  the 
Town  of  Dighton.  In  some  cases  alterations  and  different 
handling  methods  were  requested  by  me,  and  these  requests 
were  granted  and  all  in  charge  cooperated. 

I  inspected  and  approved  31  sewerage  disposal  systems, 
and  made  return  inspection  in  some  instances. 

A  number  of  nuisance  complaints  were  investigated  by 
me,  and,  for  the  most  part,  the  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  G.  CRAPO 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  1956 
is  as  follows : 

I  visited  and  inspected  47  barns  and  found  the  following 
number  of  animals: 


Cows 

320 

Heifers 

79 

Bulls 

2 

Horses 

13 

Steers 

2 

Sheep 

93 

Swine 

12 

Goats 

2 

The  animals  appeared  healthy  and  the  barns  for  the  most 
part  were  clean.  The  inspection  book  was  mailed  to  the 
Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control,  41  Tremont  Street, 
Boston  on  December  11,  1956. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LESTER  M.  BRIGGS, 

Inspector  of  Animals 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  in  Treasury  December  31,  1955  $157,827.98 

Total  Receipts  in  1956  565,920.24 


Selectmen’s  Warrants  in  1956 


723,748.22 

605,205.85 


Balance  in  Treasury  December  31,  1956  $118,542.37 

See  Auditor’s  Report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

In  compliance  with  the  rules  as  set  forth  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  a  program  for  the 
Polio  Clinic  was  set  up  by  Mrs.  Bowden  and  Dr.  Souza  which 
was  very  efficient.  Over  800  shots  were  administered  to  those 
eligible.  We  appreciate  this  response  that  the  public  has 
shown  in  accepting  this  service. 

On  April  1,  1956  the  Board  adopted  Sanitary  Regulations, 
setting  forth  the  requirements  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
adequate  drainage  and  leaching  area  for  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks. 

In  view  of  the  poor  drainage  in  many  sections  of  the 
Town  and  the  type  of  soil  not  suitable  for  good  leaching  of 
sewage,  it  was  felt  that  minimum  requirements  should  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  in 
order  to  assist  and  protect  the  home-owner  and  also  the  busi¬ 
ness  concerns. 

After  adoption  of  the  Sanitary  Regulations,  the  Board 
approved  the  appointment  of  our  present  Milk  Inspector  also 
as  Sanitation  Inspector,  to  take  care  of  the  inspections  as 
required  by  the  Board. 

Copies  of  the  regulations  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
the  Selectmen’s  Office. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the 
Town  Dumps.  At  various  times  gravel  has  been  brought  in 
and  spread,  so  the  townspeople  could  drive  to  the  edge  of 
the  dump  to  discard  the  refuse,  and  with  but  few  exceptions, 
they  have  been  cooperative. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Bowden,  Dr. 
Souza  and  all  others  who  assisted  in  our  public  health  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EARLE  M.  SMITH, 

Chairman, 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Board  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

Administrative  procedures  in  public  assistance  were  re¬ 
vised  considerably  during  the  year  1956.  Effective  as  of 
January  1,  1956,  Chapter  728  of  the  Acts  of  1955,  authorized 
a  new  budgetary  item  for  Old  Age  Assistance  to  be  known  as 
Transportation  Allowance,  which  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
$2.50  a  month  for  all  recipients  covered  by  the  amendment. 
Cost  of  Living  increase  of  5.07  per  cent  was  granted  in  Aid 
to  Dependent  Children,  Disability  and  Old  Age  Assistance 
cases  effective  as  of  July  1,  1956.  One  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Social  Security  Act  provided  for  an  increase  in  Federal 
participation  on  public  assistance  payments.  Effective  as  of 
October  1,  1956,  Federal  reimbursements  were  increased  to 
50  per  cent  of  the  money  expended  in  a  given  month,  which 
is  not  in  excess  of  $60.00  plus  $9.00  per  month  per  case  in 
Disability  Assistance  and  Old  Age  Assistance  categories.  In 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children  the  amount  of  Federal  matching 
for  the  needy  relative  and  the  first  child  is  the  same,  and 
amounts  to  50  per  cent  of  the  money  expended,  which  is  not  in 
excess  of  $32.00  per  month  each,  plus  $5.50  per  month  for 
each  recipient.  The  amount  of  matching  for  each  additional 
child  is  50  per  cent  of  the  money  expended  not  in  excess  of 
$23.00  plus  $5.50  per  month  for  each  additional  child.  Another 
Social  Security  change  which  provides  benefits  for  women  at 
age  62  is  of  some  financial  assistance,  and  has  decreased 
amount  of  aid  in  1  case  to  date.  Chapter  653  of  the  Acts  of 
1956,  which  became  effective  on  November  7,  1956  extends 
the  benefits  of  Old  Age  Assistance  to  non-citizens  who  have 
resided  in  the  United  States  for  twenty  years.  Two  cases  have 
been  approved  for  assistance  under  this  change ;  1  case  trans¬ 
ferred  from  General  Relief,  and  the  other  from  Disability 
Assistance. 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  category  aided  7  cases,  repre¬ 
senting  23  persons.  Town  appropriation  was  $4,500.00,  with 
total  expenditures  amounting  to  $7,019.49.  The  sum  of 
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$3,938.63  was  spent  from  town  appropriation  and  $3,080.86 
from  U.  S.  Grants,  leaving  balances  of  $561.37  in  the  town 
appropriation  and  $102.02  in  U.  S.  Grants. 

Disability  Assistance  aided  7  cases  during  the  year.  Town 
appropriated  $4,000.00  and  total  expenditures  amounted  to 
$5,379.07.  From  the  town  appropriation,  the  sum  of  $2,503.44 
was  expended  and  $1,000.00  was  transferred  to  Gravel  Roads 
account,  leaving  a  town  balance  of  $496.56.  U.  S.  Grants  ex¬ 
penditures  amounted  to  $2,875.63  with  balance  of  $184.86. 

Old  Age  Assistance  aided  42  cases  during  the  year.  Town 
appropriated  $30,000.00  and  expenditures  amounted  to  $41.- 
636.65.  From  the  town  appropriation,  the  sum  of  $23,396.83 
was  expended,  and  $4,200.00  was  transferred  to  other  depart¬ 
ments,  leaving  a  balance  of  $2,403.17  in  the  town  account. 
U.  S.  Grants  expenditures  amounted  to  $18,239.82,  this  ac¬ 
count  overdrawn  by  forty-four  cents.  Case  load  consisted  of  7, 
with  legal  settlement  in  other  cities  and  towns,  for  which 
reimbursement  to  be  received  is  $870.06.  Other  cases  included 
9  recipients  having  no  settlement,  for  which  full  reimburse¬ 
ment  is  received  from  Federal  and  State  participation,  and 
28  cases  were  Dighton  settled.  The  sum  of  $654.81  was  paid 
to  other  cities  and  towns  for  Dighton  settled  cases.  Medical 
expenses  were  considerably  lower  than  anticipated,  which 
accounted  for  the  substantial  town  balance  in  this  appropria¬ 
tion.  One  Lien  was  released,  without  satisfaction,  due  to 
interest  in  real  estate  being  valued  at  less  than  exemption. 

General  Relief  aided  20  cases,  representing  55  persons, 
with  total  expenditures  of  $8,500.28.  Town  appropriated 
$7,000.00  and  $1,500.00  was  transferred  from  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  account,  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  department. 
Account  overdrawn  twenty-eight  cents.  The  sum  of  $2,858.88 
was  paid  to  other  cities  and  towns  for  Dighton  settled  cases. 
Case  load  increased  over  the  previous  year,  and  consisted  of 
5  cases  with  legal  settlement,  in  other  cities  and  towns,  for 
which  reimbursement  to  be  received  is  $3,691.61.  Other  cases 
included  11  with  no  settlement,  for  which  full  reimbursement 
is  to  be  received,  as  well  as  6  town  cases  which  were  aided 
under  this  category  of  relief. 
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Appreciation  is  expressed  to  the  personnel  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Welfare,  District  Office,  and  the  Bureau 
of  Accounts,  for  assistance  and  courtesies  rendered  to  this 
department. 

The  Christmas  Fund  donation  of  $500.00  by  the  Taunton 
Greyhound  Association  is  gratefully  acknowledged  and  ap¬ 
preciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 

Chairman, 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

EARLE  M.  SMITH, 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

BELLA  M.  BOUCHER, 

Social  Worker. 


REPORT  OF  COMMUNITY  NURSE 


To  the  Board  of  Health, 

Gentlemen : 

The  Salk  Vaccine  Program  started  in  1955  by  the  National 
Foundation  of  Polio  was  completed  in  February,  1956.  This 
included  104  children  of  the  first  and  second  grade  age  group; 
The  Salk  program  organized  and  given  by  the  State  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  was  started  in  Dighton  in  March.  First  injections 
of  the  vaccine  were  given  to  468  children  up  to  15  years  of 
age  and  pregnant  women.  The  second  clinic  was  held  in  June 
and  another  in  July  for  those  who  were  eligible  for  the 
program  but  had  not  taken  advantage  of  it  previously.  In 
October  and  November,  the  15  to  19  year  old  age  group  was 
included  in  the  program  and  they  were  given  first  and  second 
injections  of  the  vaccine.  A  total  of  802  babies,  children, 
teen-agers,  and  pregnant  women  took  advantage  of  this 
program. 

At  the  Annual  Immunization  Clinic,  held  in  April  and 
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May  for  the  prevention  of  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  and 
Tetanus,  153  children  received  injections.  Twenty-three 
children  were  vaccinated  against  Small-pox  at  the  Pre-school 
Clinic. 

One  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  reported  and  this  patient 
was  hospitalized  for  treatment.  One  patient  was  readmitted 
for  further  treatment  and  one  death  was  recorded  from  this 
disease. 

Chicken-pox  was  very  prevalent  in  the  spring  months. 
In  late  summer  and  continuing  until  the  end  of  the  year,  many 
cases  of  mumps  were  noted  among  school  age  children. 

My  daily  work  included  bedside  nursing,  baby  care,  treat¬ 
ments,  and  injections  of  various  kinds.  Transportation  was 
furnished  for  patients  to  doctors’  offices  and  to  hospitals. 
The  ambulance  was  used  when  it  was  necessary. 

I  attended  the  monthly  Board  meetings  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mental  Health  Clinics  and  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Workers’  monthly  meetings  which  were  both  held  in  Taunton. 

Two  in-service  courses  were  offered  by  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health.  The  first  series  of  eight  lectures  on 
Cancer  was  held  at  the  Taunton  Visiting  Nurses  Association 
Office  during  April  and  May. 

The  second  course  included  lectures  of  Epilepsy,  Multiple 
Sclerosis,  Muscular  Dystrophy  and  Cerebral  Palsy.  These 
sessions  were  held  at  the  Lakeville  Sanatorium  during  October 
and  November.  I  attended  as  many  of  these  lectures  as  my 
work  would  allow. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  many  townspeople  who  gave  so 
generously  of  their  time  to  assist  me  in  conducting  the  various 
clinics  and  other  phases  of  the  Health  program  in  Dighton. 
I  also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Town  Officials  for  their  support  and 
cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N., 

Town  Nurse 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

Of  The  Town  of  Dighton,  Massachusetts 

For  the  Year  1956 


At  the  organization  meeting  of  the  Dighton  Planning 
Board  on  March  14,  1956,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  hold 
regular  meetings  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  eve¬ 
nings  of  each  month,  except  July  and  August.  This  policy 
was  carried  out  through  1956. 

Six  plans  were  presented  for  approval  of  the  Planning 
Board  during  1956.  Of  these,  all  six  were  considered  as  not 
requiring  approval  under  the  provisions  of  the  Subdivision 
Control  Law. 

The  Dighton  Planning  Board  is  a  member  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts  Regional  Planning  District  and  of  the 
Southeastern  Massachusetts  Economic  Conference.  Delegates 
from  the  Dighton  Planning  Board  have  attended  every  meet¬ 
ing  of  these  organizations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  L.  PHILLIPS, 

Chairman, 

WILFRED  A.  HATHAWAY, 

Secretary, 

ERNEST  H.  ATWOOD, 

LESTER  M.  BRIGGS, 

MANUEL  V.  MOTTA. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1956 


The  following  dog  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year: 

Male  . .  262 

Female  .  29 

Spayed  .  82 

Kennel  9 


382 
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REPORT  OF  THE  VETERANS'  AGENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956  is  herewith  submitted: 

During  the  year  Veterans’  Benefits  aided  7  cases,  repre¬ 
senting  23  persons.  Cases  consisted  of  1  Veteran  of  World 
War  I;  3  Veterans’  and  families  of  World  War  II;  2  parents  of 
Veterans  of  World  War  II;  and  1  Korean  Veteran  and  family. 

Expenditures  for  assistance  amounted  to  $4,170.95,  item¬ 
ized  as  cash  grants,  $3,658.70;  emergency  grocery  orders, 
$85.00;  and  medical  expenses,  $427.25.  Administrative  ex¬ 
penditures  amounted  to  $215.00,  leaving  a  balance  of  $614.05 
in  appropriation  of  $5,000.00. 

The  sum  of  $1,546.20  was  received  from  the  State  for 
reimbursements  for  assistance  rendered,  however  since  pay¬ 
ments  are  in  arrears,  it  is  anticipated  that  an  additional 
sum  of  $500.00  will  be  received  in  the  near  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  BOUCHER, 

Veterans’  Agent 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1956. 


Classification  of  Treasurer’s  Receipts  for  1956 


Cash  Balance  as  of  January  1,  1956 
Received  from  Town  Collector: 


1952  Personal  Taxes 

$  129.00 

1953  Personal  Taxes 

123.00 

1954  Personal  Taxes 

73.80 

1954  Real  Estate  Taxes 

1,000.14 

1955  Poll  Taxes 

10.00 

1955  Personal  Taxes 

431.28 

1955  Real  Estate  Taxes 

31,600.04 

1956  Poll  Taxes 

1,732.00 

1956  Personal  Taxes 

22,548.96 

1956  Real  Estate  Taxes 

149,625.96 

$157,827.98 


$207,274.18 


1954  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  136.39 

1955  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  3,274.20 

1956  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  22,138.01 

-  25,548.60 


Tax  Titles 

Interest  on  Taxes: 

Real  Estate 

906.68 

Personal  Property 

46.03 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

30.07 

Tax  Titles 

143.86 

Poll  Tax 

.38 

Total  Collector’s  Receipts 


1,127.02 

234,947.07 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 


Hurricane  Relief 

924.08 

Income  Tax 

7,725.66 

Meals  Tax 

1,024.48 

Corp.  Tax — Business 

33,786.71 

School  Aid— Ch.  645 

11,792.02 

School  Aid — Ch.  70 

42,000.00 

Vocational  Education 

5,412.49 

School  Transportation 

23,331.73 

School  Superintendency 

2,426.62 

Child  Welfare  Tuition 

1,064.00 

English  Speaking  Classes 

13.00 

Temporary  Aid  & 

Transportation 

1,199.65 

Teachers’  Retirement  Board 

122.71 

1955  Flood  Emergency 

846.44 

Departmental  Receipts : 

Town  Nurse 

66.00 

Sealer  of  Weights,  Measures  31.40 

Police  Department: 

Telephone  Calls 

30.40 

School  Department: 

Sanitary  Fund 

59.28 

Check  Returned 

1.70 

Vocational  Labor  and 

Materials 

80.80 

Vocational  Production 

Fund 

2,384.90 

Lost  or  Damaged  Books 

27.40 

Broken  Bulbs 

2.50 

Broken  Windows 

7.00 

Vocational  Tractor 

25.00 

Lost  Tools 

8.70 

Book  Fines — 

Public  Library 

84.73 

131,867.59 


2,809.81 
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General  Government: 

Sale  of  Town  Maps  2.80 

Cash  Books  for  Districts  27.75 


Lost  Key 

1.00 

31.55 

Town  Clerk: 

Dog  Licenses 

861.60  861.60 

Departmental  Revenue: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

From  State  2,315.07 


Disability  Assistance: 

From  State 

Disability  Assistance 
Administration 

1,210.75 

136.20 

Old  Age  Assistance: 
From  Cities 

From  State 

402.00 

18,313.72 

Town  Elms 

105.00 

Public  Welfare: 

From  State  264.20 

From  Cities  and  Towns  1,574.87 


Veterans’  Benefits: 
From  State 

1,546.20 

Board  of  Health: 

From  State 

1,176.21 

Street  Department: 
Gravel  Roads 

264.32 

27,308.54 

School  Department: 

High  School  Tuition 
Vocational  Tuition 
Elementary  Tuition 
Telephone 

20,638.50 

6,183.00 

150.00 

83.04 

27,054.54 
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Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 
Special  Town  Dump 


Aid  to  Highways  Revenue: 

Chapter  81 — State  8,015.95 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance : 

State  1,699.92 

County  1,699.92 

Chapter  90 — Dighton-Berkley 

Bridge  Maintenance 

State  277.53 

County  277.53 

Chapter  90 — Williams  Street 

State  5,784.56 

County  2,892.28 


U.  S.  Grants : 

A.D.C.  Administration  468.52 

D.A.  Administration  272.39 

O.A.A.  Administration  870.33 

A.D.C.  2,981.20 

D.A.  2,873.36 

O.A.A.  15,781.42 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  909.50 

Total  U.  S.  Grants  - 


Grants  and  Gifts: 

Fire  and  Police  Dept. 
Specials 

Special  Light  Account 
Christmas  Fund 


Licenses : 

Advertising  Costs  20.87 

Alcoholic  Beverages  1,900.00 

Auto  Dealers  10.00 


16,232.32 

66.00 

500.00 


44.32 

1,628.00 


20,647.69 


24,156.72 


16,798.32 
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Beer  and  Wine 

250.00 

Cabin 

1.50 

Common  Victualler 

65.00 

Denatured  Alcohol 

4.00 

Garbage  Permit 

1.00 

Gasoline  Storage 

6.50 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Hawkers 

8.00 

Junk 

35.00 

Lord’s  Day 

42.00 

Milk 

11.00 

Oleo 

2.50 

Oyster  Bed  Privilege 

75.00 

Pistol  and  Firearms 

20.00 

Sausage  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Temporary  Beer  and  Wine 

4.00 

Entertainment  Licenses 

75.00 

Building  and 

Alteration  Permits 

256.00 

Permit  for  Sign 

1.00 

Permit  to  open  Road 

1.00 

Skeet  Shoot  Permit 

2.00 

Oil  Burner  Permits 

1.50 

2,802.87 


Miscellaneous : 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Funds  316.45 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust 

Fund  27.68 

Road  Machinery  Fund  2,774.00 

-  3,118.13 


Civil  Defense  Check  Returned  1,632.40  1,632.40 


County  of  Bristol: 

Dog  Fund  570.28 

Court  Fines  89.30 

Boarding  Dogs  138.50 
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Elementary  School  Cafeteria : 


Comm,  of  Mass. 
Daily  Receipts 


5,230.61 

16,387.24 


High  School  Cafeteria: 

Comm,  of  Mass. 
Daily  Receipts 


2,815.69 

10,133.55 


21,617.85 


12,949.24 


High  School  Athletics 


1,614.30  1,614.30 


Federal  Withholding  Tax  30,123.51  30,123.51 

County  Retirement  3,108.11  3,108.11 


Total  Receipts  for  1956 


$565,920.24 


$723,748.22 
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Classification  of  Treasurer’s  Expenditures  for  1956 


General  Government: 

Selectmen : 

Salaries 

Office  Supplies 

Printing,  postage,  etc. 

Mileage,  lunches 

Telephone 

Advertising 

All  Other 


$2,000.31 

77.64 

174.93 

150.55 

109.25 

13.98 

46.60 


-$  2,573.26 


Assessors  ? 

Salaries  2,400.00 

Dues  9.00 

Telephone  18.90 

Office  Supplies  9.70 

Printing,  forms,  postage  156.80 
Mileage  149.94 

All  Other  30.80 


Auditor : 

Salary 

Dues 

Printing,  supplies 
New  Equipment 


600.00 

3.00 

4.50 

75.00 


Election,  Registration,  Census: 


Clerical 

133.80 

Election  Supplies 

48.33 

Officials 

846.21 

Officers 

81.75 

Janitors 

35.25 

Registrars’  Salaries 

400.00 

Census  Takers’  Salaries 

380.00 

Postage  and  Printing 

230.08 

2,775.14 


682.50 
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Mileage  5.82 

New  Equipment  100.00  # 

-  2,261.24. 


Tax  Collector: 


Salary 

1,500.00 

Dues 

2.00 

Printing,  Postage,  etc. 

437.61 

Telephone 

78.00 

Mileage 

16.08 

New  Equipment 

70.00 

All  Other 

32.20 

2,135.89 


Town  Clerk: 


Salary 

600.00 

Office  Supplies 

74.76 

Telephone 

61.00 

Mileage 

26.10 

Postage 

73.52 

New  Equipment 

22.75 

All  Other 

29.99 

888.12 


Town  Treasurer: 


Salary 

1,150.00 

Dues,  lunches,  etc. 

9.30 

Printing,  postage 

340.99 

Telephone 

47.25 

Office  Supplies 

9.50 

Mileage 

31.26 

New  Equipment 

198.50 

All  Other 

21.20 

-  1,808.00 

Town  Office  Account: 

Salaries  4,063.10 

Advertising  30.74 

Legal  Fees  201.47 

Postage,  printing,  etc.  1,036.86 
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Work  on  Council  Oak  44.50 

All  Other  264.62 


Dog  Officer: 

Fees  119.00 

Advertising,  postage  31.07 

Salary  50.00 


Town  Insurance: 

Bonds  463.00 

Auto  1,347.79 

Civic  Center  7.49 

Veterans'  Hall  46.80 

Property  schedule  1,929.19 

Firemen  and  Police  339.25 


Workmen’s  Compensation  2,169.88 


Town  Finance  Committee: 


Association  Dues 

15.00 

Planning  Board: 

Dues 

All  Other 

134.50 

15.07 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Hydrant  Rental: 

1,740.00 

Special  Fire  Department: 
Dog  Track 

1,800.00 

Police  Cruiser: 

Advertising 

30.47 

Special  Police  Department: 

Standard  Coil  Products  Co.  3,675.82 
Arnold  Hoffman  Co.  27.75 


5,641.29 

200.07 


6,303.40 

15.00 

149.57 

1,740.00 

1,800.00 

30.47 
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Dog  Track 
Rehoboth  Fair 
Dighton  Water  District 


10,239.00 

471.00 

18.75 


14,432.32 


Fire  Department: 


Wages  of  firemen 

2,000.75 

Janitor 

360.00 

Deputy  Chief 

240.00 

Chief 

240.00 

Misc.  Equipment 

742.77 

Hose 

805.00 

Gasoline  &  Oil 

221.54 

Radio  &  Truck  Repairs 

540.14 

Supplies 

65.24 

Water 

30.00 

Fuel 

888.04 

Light 

211.86 

Building  repairs 

5.88 

Telephone 

848.13 

All  Other 

9.98 

7,209.33 


Police  Department: 


Chief’s  Salary 

3,380.00 

Officers 

1,392.32 

Telephone 

385.48 

Membership  dues, 

lunches  76.58 

Equipment 

163.99 

Repairs 

326.10 

Gas  &  Oil 

495.21 

Printing,  postage, 

supplies  42.77 

All  Other 

80.44 

6,342.89 


Health  and  Sanitation: 

Care  of  Town  Dumps: 

Wages  1,801.20 
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Miscellaneous 

61.58 

1,862.78 

Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Labor 

3,410.14 

3,410.14 

Moth  Control 

365.00 

365.00 

Mosquito  Control 

250.00 

250.00 

Town  Ambulance: 

Drivers 

181.50 

Gas  &  Oil 

55.80 

Repairs 

229.21 

Laundry  &  Supplies 

18.32 

484.83 

Board  of  Health : 

Administration  Salaries  and 

Expense 

538.96 

Clinic 

185.00 

Medicine  & 

Medical  Attendance 

155.40 

Telephone 

180.05 

T.B.  Hospital  Care 

974.50 

Health  Inspections 

180.00 

Premature  Birth  Aid 

312.00 

Inspector  of  Animals 

175.00 

Inspector  of  Milk 

250.00 

Sealer  of  Weights 

113.56 

Vital  Statistics 

167.00 

Town  Nurse 

1,464.00 

Nurse’s  Expenses 

37.59 

Ambulance  Drivers 

15.50 

All  Other 

19.98 

4,768.54 

Special  Dump  Account: 

Wages 

552.55 

Equipment 

290.40 

842.95 
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Highways  and  Bridges: 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Salary  of  Tender 

840.00 

Electricity 

12.00 

Repairs 

80.75 

932.75 

Chapter  81  Highways: 

Labor 

8,746.11 

Materials 

5,028.21 

Hired  Equipment 

7,050.30 

20,824.62 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance : 

Labor 

1,502.61 

Equipment 

826.25 

Materials 

2,605.23 

4,934.09 

Road  Machinery  Account: 

Equipment 

1,795.59 

Gasoline  &  Oil 

1,137.58 

Repairs 

2,637.77 

New  Truck 

3,792.00 

Advertising 

6.02 

All  Other 

32.14 

9,401.10 

Chapter  90  D.  &  B.  Bridge : 

Repairs 

832.61 

832.61 

Chapter  90 — Williams  St. 

Construction : 

Contract 

12,879.40 

Suppies 

24.35 

12,903.75 

Gravel  Roads: 

Labor 

4,254.55 

Equipment 

7,424.35 

Material 

2,420.00 

14,098.90 
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Street  Department: 


Administration  Expense 

443.19 

Wages 

3,710.05 

Garaging  for  Dump  Truck 

65.00 

Stone  &  Gravel 

22.96 

Equipment  &  Repairs 

1,378.50 

Guard  Rails  &  Fences 

635.01 

Spring  St.  Bridge 

148.00 

Snow  Removal 

2,998.66 

Traffic  Signs  &  Guides 

568.26 

Beacons 

70.81 

-  10,040.44 

Sidewalk  Maintenance: 

School  Drives  558.42 

Brush  spraying  454.50 

-  1,012.92 


Charities  and  Soldiers’  Benefits: 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 


Cash 

6,460.40 

Medical 

559.09 

Social  Worker 

230.76 

Office  Supplies 

13.77 

Administration  Salaries 

33.32 

Mileage 

39.22 

Telephone  &  Postage 

30.03 

7,866.59 


Disability  Assistance: 


Cash 

4,314.20 

Medical 

1,064.97 

Association  Dues, 

Lunches,  Mileage 

46.90 

Telephone 

8.95 

Postage 

1.50 

Social  Worker 

115.38 

5,551.90 
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Old  Age  Assistance : 

Cash 

Medical 

Social  Worker 

Administration  Salary 

Telephone 

Outside  Relief 

All  Other 

Office  Supplies 


36,654.09 

4,415.14 

849.24 

66.64 

44.65 
567.42 

11.00 

40.58 

-  42,648.76 


General  Relief  Administration: 

Social  Worker  1,804.62 

Administation  Salary  299.88 

Telephone  39.20 

Mileage  40.73 

Office  Supplies  &  Equipment  212.15 
Postage  60.19 

-  2,456.77 


Veterans’  Benefits: 

Cash  3,658.70 

Administration  Salary  200.00 

Groceries  85.00 

Medical  427.25 

All  Other  15.00 


4,385.95 


General  Relief — Welfare : 


Groceries 

546.37 

Fuel 

102.73 

Board  &  Care 

2,261.45 

Medicine  &  Medical 

Attendance 

278.19 

Cash 

2,147.40 

Clothing  &  Rent 

305.26 

Outside  Relief 

2,858.88 

8,500.28 
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Schools  and  Libraries: 

Elementary  School  Library  401.06 
Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 


Salaries 

6,462.50 

Food 

13,691.22 

Laundry 

124.42 

Equipment 

74.85 

Supplies 

9.12 

Transportation 

72.91 

All  Other 

128.13 

High  School  Cafeteria: 


Salaries 

3,990.15 

Food 

9,278.64 

Laundry 

140.00 

Equipment 

62.45 

Supplies 

2.07 

Transportation 

69.91 

All  Others 

63.85 

High  School  Athletics: 


Officials 

607.50 

Officers 

83.00 

Janitor 

84.00 

Equipment 

1,213.80 

Repair  &  Clean  Equip. 

110.70 

Transportation 

585.40 

All  Other 

317.59 

George  Barden-Smith  Hughes 

Fund  1,164.60 

Vocational  Production  Fund — 

Materials  1,737.93 

1,735.00 


401.06 


20,563.15 


13,607.07 


3,001.99 

1,164.60 

1,737.93 

1,735.00 


High  School  Building 
Repairs 
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District  School  Planning 

Committee  194.70 


School  Department: 
Transportation 
Superintendent’s 
Salary  &  Expense 
Office  Expense 
Superintendent’s  Clerk 
Elementary  School  Clerk 
High  School  Clerk 
Elementary  Teachers 
High  School  Teachers 
All  Other  Teachers 
Staff  Expense 
Truant  Officer 
Household  Arts 
Vocational  Shop 
Health — 

Elementary  School 
Health — High  School 
Library — High  School 
Books — 

Elementary  School 
Books — High  School 
New  Equipment — 

High  School 
New  Equipment — 
Elementary  School 
Supplies — 

Elementary  School 
Supplies — High  School 
Telephone 

Gas — Elementary  School 
Gas — High  School 
Electricity — 

Elementary  School 
Electricity — High  School 
Fuel — Elementary  School 


27,687.00 

4,786.55 

211.64 

1.718.24 

762.50 
674.00 

76,449.06 

68,031.49 

6,973.80 

400.70 

50.00 

177.92 

1,645.10 

1.366.25 
1,267.59 

558.90 

2,072.09 

971.51 

1,285.64 

1,216.58 

1,501.30 

1,238.28 

703.11 

403.45 

214.64 

1,499.90 

1,534.19 

3,763.93 


194.70 
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Fuel — High  School  2,154.42 

Water — Elementary  School  226.90 
Water — High  School  219.42 

Tuition  236.90 

Janitors’  Salaries — 

High  School  7,136.63 

Janitors’  Salaries — 

Elementary  School  6,869.32 

Janitors’  Supplies — 

Elementary  School  1,433.66 

Janitors’  Supplies — 

High  School  788.90 

Repairs — 

Elementary  School  692.43 

Repairs — High  School  810.06 

Boiler  Maint. — 

Elementary  School  178.43 

Boiler  Maint.— High  School  184.73 
New  Truck  800.00 

Exterior  Painting — 

Elementary  School  742.50 

Exterior  Painting — 

High  School  742.50 

All  Other — 

Elementary  School  545.18 


All  Other— High  School  1,295.76 

- 234,223.10 


Public  Library: 


Librarian 

600.00 

Janitor 

230.00 

Books 

451.92 

Periodicals 

37.50 

Fuel 

297.28 

Light 

34.50 

Repairs 

3.10 

Supplies 

4.10 

Telephone 

84.00 

Water 

25.00 

1,767.40 
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Elementary  Drainage  Account : 


Advertising 

34.44 

Contract 

11,056.34 

Supervision 

813.25 

11,904.03 

Recreation  and  Unclassified: 

Civil  Defense: 

Mileage 

12.36 

Repairs 

18.46 

All  Other 

12.50 

43.32 

Civil  Defense  Apparatus  Account: 

Equipment 

2,101.75 

Gas  &  Repairs 

9.44 

2,111.19 

Special  Light  Account 

71.50 

71.50 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

158.00 

158.00 

Veterans’  Memorial  Hall — 

Maintenance 

• 

Fuel 

540.24 

Repairs 

106.03 

Water 

8.80 

Light 

100.74 

755.81 

Collector’s  Fees 

.35 

.35 

Christmas  Fund 

500.00 

500.00 

Civic  Center: 

Fuel 

160.03 

Repairs 

120.80 

Janitor 

50.00 

Water 

30.00 

Electricity 

34.90 

Supplies 

2.81 

All  Other 

5.00 

403.54 
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Tax  Title  Redemption  Account: 


Legal  Fees 

630.00 

630.00 

E  &  D — Refund  to  Districts 

i  79.82 

79.82 

Public  Property: 

Labor 

236.88 

Materials 

94.71 

331.59 

Town  Cemetery: 

Labor 

320.45 

320.45 

Perpetual  Care — Cemetery 

316.45 

316.45 

Unpaid  Bills — 1955 

180.00 

180.00 

Flood  Emergency 

312.57 

312.57 

Civil  Defense  Radio 

1,349.01 

1,349.01 

Interest  and  Maturing  Debt: 

Interest  on  Elementary 

School  Bonds 

8,140.00 

8,140.00 

Elementary  School 

Loan  Payment 

25,000.00 

25,000.00 

Agency,  Trust,  Refunds  and  Transfers: 

State  Tax 

1,644.91 

1,644.91 

County  Tax 

23,021.16 

23,021.16 

Federal  Tax  Withheld 

30,123.51 

30,123.51 

Dog  Licenses  for  County 

861.60 

861.60 

County  Retirement 

3,108.11 

3,108.11 

Charles  S.  Chase  Fund 

27.68 

27.68 

Tax  Refunds 

551.09 

551.09 
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DEPARTMENTAL  STATEMENT 
Town  Office  Account: 

Appropriation  $  5,125.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Acct.  Appr.  516.29 

5,641.29 

Expenditures  5,641.29 


Balance 

Selectmen: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Assessors : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Town  Auditor: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Town  Clerk: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Town  Collector: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


none 


2,069.00 

2,573.26 


35.74 


2,900.00 

2,775.14 


124.86 


750.00 

682.50 


67.50 


895.00 

888.12 


6.88 


2,145.00 

2,135.89 


Balance 


9.11 
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Town  Treasurer: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

1,820.00 

1,808.00 

Balance 

12.00 

Elections  &  Registrations: 

Appropriations 

Expenditures 

2,265.00 

2,261.24 

Balance 

3.76 

Dog  Officer: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

190.00 

10.07 

Expenditures 

200.07 

200.07 

Balance 

none 

Town  Insurance: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

6,085.46 

217.94 

Expenditures 

6,303.40 

6,303.40 

Balance 

none 

Hydrant  Rental: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

1,740.00 

1,740.00 

Balance 

none 

Vets.  Memorial  Hall  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

1,075.00 

755.81 

Balance 


319.19 
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Town  Historian: 

1/1/56  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

1953  &  1954  Bills: 

Appropriations 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Fence  &  Boundary  Markers: 

1/1/56  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

State  Census — 1955: 

1/1/56  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Planning  Board: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Public  Property  Account: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Civic  Center  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 
Transfer  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 


Expenditures 


100.00 

none 


180.00 

180.00 


97.11 

none 


261.62 

261.62 


300.00 

149.57 


350.00 

331.59 


335.00 

68.54 


403.54 

403.54 


100.00 


none 


97.11 


none 


150.43 


18.41 


Balance 


none 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


99 


Town  Finance  Committee: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

50.00 

15.00 

Balance 

35.00 

Fire  Department: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

7,539.30 

7,209.33 

Balance 

329.97 

Police  Department: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

6,206.00 

136.89 

Expenditures 

6,342.89 

6,342.89 

Balance 

none 

Police  Cruiser  Account: 

Appropriation 

Expenditure 

1,700.00 

30.47 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1957 

1,669.53 

Board  of  Health: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

4,850.00 

4,768.54 

Balance 

81.46 

Mosquito  Control: 

Appropriation 

Expenditure 

250.00 

250.00 

Balance 


none 
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Town  Dump: 

Appropriation 

Check  returned 

2,000.00 

18.00 

Expenditures 

2,018.00 

1,862.78 

Balance 

155.22 

Special  Town  Dump  Account: 

Received 

Expenditures 

1,628.00 

842.95 

Balance 

785.05 

Town  Ambulance: 

Appropriation 

Receipts 

630.00 

12.00 

Expenditures 

642.00 

484.83 

Balance 

157.17 

Street  Department: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 
Transfer  from  Surplus  Revenue 
Transfer  from  Gravel  Roads  Acct. 
Transfer  from  Road  Machinery  Acct. 

9,000.00 

540.44 

500.00 

370.55 

97.37 

Expenditures 

10,508.36 

10,508.36 

Balance 

none 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

1,000.00 

932.75 

Balance 


67.25 
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Sidewalk  Maintenance: 

1/1/56  Balance 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

600.00 

400.00 

12.92 

Expenditures 

1,012.92 

1,012.92 

-* 

Balance 

none 

Chapter  81: 

Appropriation 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

7,350.00 

13,475.00 

Expenditures 

20,825.00 

20,824.62 

Balance 

.38 

Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

1,700.00 

3,400.00 

Expenditures 

5,100.00 

4,934.09 

Balance 

165.91 

Chapter  90  Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  Maintenance: 


Balance  1/1/56 

837.02 

Appropriation 

350.00 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

700.00 

1,887.02 

Expenditures 

832.61 

Balance 


1,054.41 
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Gypsy  Moth: 

Appropriation  500.00 

Expenditures  365.00 


Balance  135.00 

Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Appropriation  3,500.00 

Expenditures  3,410.14 


Balance  89.86 

Road  Machinery  Account: 

Appropriation  2,585.00 

Transfer  from  Surplus  Revenue  6,000.00 

Transfer  from  Road  Machinery  Fund  1,000.00 


9,585.00 

Expenditures  9,401.10 


Balance 


183.90 


Chapter  90,  New  Construction:  Williams  Street 


Balance  1/1/56  20,089.28 

Expenditures  12,903.75 


Balance  7,185.53 

Gravelling’  Town  Roads: 

Balance  1/1/56  1,117.80 

Appropriation  12,500.00 

Transfer  from  Disability  Acct.  1,000.00 


Received  from  Dighton  Water  District  264.32 


Expenditures 


14,882.12 

14,098.90 


Balance 


783.22 
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Chapter  90,  Bridge  Approaches  Spring  &  Lincoln  Ave.: 


Appropriation 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

10,500.00 

3,500.00 

5,500.00 

Expenditures 

19,500.00 

none 

Balance 

19,500.00 

Fire  Dept. — Special: 

Receipts  Taunton  Greyhound  Asso. 
Expenditures 

1,800.00 

1,800.00 

Balance 

none 

Police  Department  Special: 

Received  from  Std.  Coil  Products  Asso. 
Expenditures 

3,675.82 

3,675.82 

Balance 

none 

Police  Special: 

Received  from  Dighton  Water  District 
Expenditures 

18.75 

18.75 

Balance 

none 

Police  Special: 

Received  from  Taunton 

Greyhound  Asso. 

Expenditures 

10,239.00 

10,239.00 

Balance 

none 

Police  Special: 

Received  from  Rehoboth  Fair 
Expenditures 

471.00 

471.00 

Balance 


none 
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Police  Special: 

Received  from  Arnold,  Hoffman  Co. 
Expenditures 

27.75 

27.75 

Balance 

none 

Special  Light — Dog  Track: 

Received  from  Taunton 

Greyhound  Asso. 

Expenditures 

66.00 

66.00 

Balance 

none 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Appropriation 

U.  S.  Grant — 1/1/56  Balance 

Received  during  1956 

4,500.00 

269.16 

2,981.20 

Expenditures 

7,750.36 

7,086.97 

Balance 

663,39 

Disability  Assistance : 

Appropriation 

U.  S.  Grant — Balance  1/1/56 

U.  S.  Grants  rec’d  during  1956 

4,000.00 

219.76 

2,873.36 

Expenditures 

7,093.12 

6,411.70 

Balance 

681.42 

Old  Age  Assistance: 

Appropriation 

U.  S.  Grant— balance  1/1/56 

Received  during  1/1/56 

30,000.00 

1,299.09 

17,234.08 

48,533.17 
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Expenditures  41,930.44 

Transferred  to  Street  Dept.  1,000.00 

Transferred  to  Public  Welfare  Acct.  1,500.00 

Transferred  to  Police  Cruiser  Acct.  1,700.00 

Balance  2,402.73 

General  Relief  Administration: 

Appropriation  2,400.00 

Transfer  from  Reserve  Acct.  Appr.  56.77 

2,456.77 

Expenditures  2,456.77 


Balance  none 

A.  D.  C.  Adm.— 1/1/56  .76 

Received— 1956  536.00  536.76 


D.  A.  Adm.— 1/1/56  7.49 

Received — 1956  304.92  312.41 


O.  A.  A.  Adm.— 1/1/56  7.83 

Received— 1956  1,164.12  1,171.95 

2,021.12 

Expenditures  1,531.94 


189.66 

139.68 

159.84 


Balance  A.D.C.  Adm.  U.S.  Grant 
Balance  D.A.  Adm.  U.S.  Grant 
Balance  O.A.A.  Adm.  U.  S.  Grant 


489.18 
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Veterans’  Benefits: 

Appropriation  5,000.00 

Expenditures  4,385.95 


Balance  614.05 

Public  Welfare  Dept.: 

Appropriation  7,000.00 

Transfer  from  Old  Age  Assistance  1,500.00 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr.  .28 


Expenditures 


8,500.28 

8,500.28 


Balance 


none 


School  Department: 

Appropriation 
Check  Returned 


235,432.00 

1.70 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 

Balance  1/1/56 
Received  1956 


Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Cafeteria: 

Balance  1/1/56 
Received  1956 


235,433.70 

234,223.10 


1,210.60 


356.30 

21,617.85 


21,974.15 

21,019.71 


954.44 


1,497.95 

13,405.80 


14,903.75 
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Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Athletics: 

Balance  1/1/56 
Received  1956 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Vocational  School  Production 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Public  Library: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Elementary  School  Library: 

Balance  1/1/56 
Received  1956 

Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Building  Repairs 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


13,654.12 


1,249.63 


154.95 

3,011.35 


3,166.30 

3,001.99 


164.31 

Fund: 

2,200.00 

1,737.93 


462.07 


1,841.00 

1,767.40 


73.60 


188.99 

570.28 


759.27 

401.06 


358.21 


1,750.00 

1,735.00 


Balance 


15.00 
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Elementary  School  Drainage  Acct.: 


From  Surplus  Revenue 
Expenditures 

12,300.00 

11,904.03 

Balance 

395.97 

Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee: 

From  Reserve  Acct.  Appr.  300.00 

Expenditures  194.70 

Balance 

105.30 

County  Retirement  Fund: 

Withheld  from  Wages 
Expenditures 

Balance 

3,108.11 

3,108.11 

none 

Federal  Withholding  Tax: 

Withheld  from  wages 
Expenditures 

30,123.51 

30,123.51 

Balance 

none 

Civil  Defense  Account: 

Balance  1/1/56 

Appropriation 

211.96 

135.00 

Expenditures 

346.96 

43.32 

Balance 

303.64 

Civil  Defense  Radio  Account: 

Balance  1/1/56 

Expenditures 

1,406.66 

1,349.01 

Balance 


57.65 
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Civil  Defense  Equipment  &  Apparatus  Acct.: 

Appropriation  2,500.00 

Expenditures  478.79 


Balance  2,021.21 

Reserve  Account  Appropriated: 

From  Overlay  Reserve  5,000.00 

To:  Sidewalk  Maintenance  12.92 

Memorial  Day  Observance  8.00 


Town  Cemetery  Acct. 
Regional  School  Dist. 

Planning  Committee 
1955  Flood  Emergency 
Town  Office  Acct. 

Dog  Officer 
Town  Insurance 
Civic  Center 
Police  Dept. 

Street  Dept. 

Gen.  Relief  Adm. 

Public  Welfare 


Balance 

Memorial  Day  Observance: 

Appropriation 
Transfer  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

Expenditures 

Balance 


7.43 

300.00 

54.67 

516.29 

10.07 

217.94 

68.54 

136.89 

540.44 

56.77 

.28 

-  1,930.24 


3,069.76 


150.00 

8.00 


158.00 

158.00 


none 


270.03 

360.00 


Tax  Title  Redemption: 

Balance  1/1/56 
Appropriation 


630.03 


no 
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Expenditures 


630.00 


Balance 


Contributory  County  Retirement: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


3,048.64 

3,048.64 


Balance 


none 


Agency,  Trusts  &  Refunds: 

Received  1956 
Expenditures 


50.00 

50.00 


Balance 


none 


Town  Cemetery  Account: 

Balance  1/1/56  51.40 

Transfer  from  1955  State  Census  Acct.  261.62 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr.  7.43 

320.45 

Expenditures  320.45 


Balance  none 


Interest  on  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


8,140.00 

8,140.00 


Balance 


none 


Elementary  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation  25,000.00 

Expenditures  25,000.00 


Balance 


none 
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Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds: 

Received  during  1956 
Expenditures 

316.45 

316.45 

Balance 

none 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund: 

Received  during  1956 
Expenditures 

27.68 

27.68 

Balance 

none 

Dog  Licenses: 

Received  during  1956 
Expenditures 

861.60 

861.60 

Balance 

none 

U.  S.  Grant — Smith-Hughes,  George  Barden  Funds: 

Balance  1/1/56  1,340.14 


Received  during  1956 

909.50 

Expenditures 

2,249.64 

1,164.60 

Balance 

1,085.04 

Christmas  Fund: 

Taunton  Greyhound  Asso. 
Expenditures 

500.00 

500.00 

Balance 

none 

Total  Appropriation  Balances 

8,302.82 

Revenue  Receipts  over  Assessors’  Estimates  3,226.99 

Surplus  Revenue  to  Excess  and  Deficiency 


for  1956 


$11,529.81 
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I  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
the  reports  contained  herein  are  correct.  The  Cash  Balances 
of  all  officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt,  custody  or  expendi¬ 
tures  of  money  have  been  verified  and  all  such  books  and 
accounts  are  in  order.  The  Tax  Collector’s  report  as  published 
is  correct.  All  payments  to  the  Treasurer  have  been  properly 
warranted  and  all  receipts  have  been  recorded.  Cash  and 
Securities  of  the  Trust  Funds  have  been  verified,  all  income 
accounted  for,  and  all  payments  warranted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STAFFORD  H.  HAMBLY, 

Town  Auditor. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Term  Expires 


Lawrence  Mendoza,  Chairman  1957 

Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Carr,  Secretary  1958 

Briggs  Street,  North  Dighton 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary  1957 

Williams  Street,  North  Dighton 

Wyman  E.  Hawkes  1958 

Segreganset 

Albert  R.  DeSilva  1959 

87  Winter  Street,  North  Dighton 

Francis  J.  Torres  1959 

43  Summer  Street,  North  Dighton 

Mrs.  Helene  Yeames  1959 

100  Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Superintendent 


Robert  T.  Roy,  B.  S.,  Ed.  M. 

Residence:  Somerset  Avenue,  Segreganset 
Office :  Dighton  High  School,  Segreganset 
Telephone:  Dighton  NO  9-4751  (Office) 
Dighton  NO  9-3912  (Home) 

Office  Hours 

Monday  through  Friday  8:30  A.  M.  -  9:30  A.  M.  and 

by  appointment. 

Secretary 
Gladys  P.  Babbitt 

School  Physician 

Charles  M.  Souza,  M.  D. 

School  Nurse 

Esther  Bowden,  R.  N. 

Attendance  Supervisor 

Howell  S.  Carr 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will 
be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  the  following 
January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions  made  to  this  ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Presentation  of  a  birth  certificate  is  required  for  entrance 
to  the  first  grade. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  certificate  of  vaccination  or  a  statement  from  his 
physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable. 

NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary  School 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  the  elementary 
school  the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Station  WPEP, 
Taunton,  and  over  Radio  Station  WSAR,  Fall  River. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  safely  operated  there 
will  be  school  at  Dighton  High  School  unless  unforeseen 
emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the  event  of 
closing,  the  information  will  be  specifically  announced  over 
the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  elementary  school. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  at¬ 
tended  or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop. 
Many  pupils  living  at  lesser  distances  along  established 
routes  are  transported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus 
will  permit.  From  time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  refuse 
transportation  to  some  of  those  living  under  the  required 
distance  when  our  buses  are  filled  to  capacity  with  children 
living  at  a  greater  distance. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

As  Approved  by  School  Committee 

1956  —  1957 

DIGHTON 


Dighton  Elementary  School 

73  days 

33  days 
35  days 

34  days 


175  days 


Dighton  High  School 


opens 

September  5,  1956 

closes 

December  21,  1956 — 

73  days 

opens 

January  2,  1957 

closes 

February  15,  1957 — 

33  days 

opens 

February  25,  1957 

closes 

April  12,  1957 

35  days 

opens 

April  22,  1957 

closes 

June  19,  1957 

42  days 

School  opens 
closes 
opens 
closes 
opens 
closes 
opens 
closes 


September  5,  1956 
December  21,  1956- 
January  2, 1957 
February  15,  1957- 
February  25,  1957 
April  12,  1957- 
April  22,  1957 
June  7,  1957- 


183  days 


Schools  will  close  on  the  following  days : 

October  12 — Columbus  Day 
October  26 — Teachers’  Convention 
November  12 — Veterans’  Day 
November  22  and  23 — Thanksgiving  Recess 
May  30 — Memorial  Day 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Appropriation  $234,232.00 


Expenditures 


General  Control 

$  9,006.68 

Transportation 

27,687.00 

Teachers’  Salaries 

151,457.76 

Books 

3,008.60 

Audio-Visual  Aids 

118.80 

Supplies 

2,502.96 

Janitors  Supplies 

2,196.69 

Fuel 

5,918.35 

Electricity 

3,034.09 

Gas 

618.09 

Water 

446.32 

Janitors’  Salaries 

14,005.95 

Miscellaneous 

1,714.94 

Boiler  Repairs 

363.16 

Repairs 

1,479.64 

Music 

492.26 

High  School  Truck 

800.00 

Outside  Painting 

1,485.00 

Health 

2,633.84 

New  Equipment 

2,397.72 

Library,  High  School 

579.60 

Staff  Expenses 

195.46 

Tuition,  Evening  School 

Vocational  Education: 

236.90 

Household  Arts 

177.92 

General  Shop 

1,663.67 

$234,221.40 

Balance — Returned  to  Town 

10.60 

$234,232.00 
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VOCATIONAL  PRODUCTION  FUND 

Appropriation  $2,200.00 

Expenditures  1,737.93 

Balance  on  hand  462.07 

DENTAL  FUND 

Appropriation  1,200.00 

Balance  on  hand  1,200.00 

DOG  TAX  FUND 

Unexpended  Balance,  1955  188.99 

Receipts,  1956  570.28 

Balance  on  hand  759.27 

EXPENDITURES 

Elementary  School  Library  401.06 

Balance  on  hand  $  358.21 

NET  COST  TO  TOWN 

Expenditures,  1956  $234,221.40 

Receipts,  1956: 

Chapter  70,  General  State  Aid  $40,310.97 

Reimbursement,  Superintendent’s 

Salary  and  Travel  2,426.62 

Reimbursement,  Vocational  Education  5,412.49 

Transportation  23,331.73 

State  Wards  and  Youth  Service  1,262.00 
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Tuition : 

Berkley  14,709.00 

Freetown  11,787.00 

Rehoboth  135.00 

Miscellaneous  Tuition  262.50 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  186.81 

Vocational  Receipts  55.30 

Vocational  Production  Fund  Receipts  2,409.40 

Credit  Teachers’  Retirement  for 

Military  Service  122.71 


Total  Receipts,  1956 
Net  Cost  to  Town 


102,411.53 


$131,809.87 


Balance  returned  to  Town 


$  10.60 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Schools  of  Dighton.  Incorporated  herein  is  the 
report  of  the  Principals,  the  Vocational  School  Director,  the 
Music  Supervisors  and  the  School  Nurse.  I  recommend  that 
you  read  them  so  that  you  may  become  better  acquainted 
with  our  program,  the  people  who  operate  the  program  and 
some  of  their  problems.  Please  feel  free  to  call  on  any  of 
these  people  when  you  have  questions  concerning  their  de¬ 
partments. 

Personnel 

In  June  we  lost  seven  members  of  our  faculty,  two  people 
left  for  other  teaching  positions,  one  person  to  go  into  busi¬ 
ness,  three  to  be  at  home,  and  one  for  further  graduate  study. 
We  experienced  difficulty  in  filling  some  of  these  positions 
especially  in  the  field  of  science  and  English. 

Mr.  James  J.  Dowd  of  Deerfield  was  hired  to  replace  Mr. 
Kiernan  as  principal  of  Dighton  High  School.  Mr.  Dowd  comes 
to  us  highly  recommended  by  many  people  and  has  a  wealth 
of  experience  the  benefits  of  which  we  are  already  reaping. 
Along  with  Mr.  Dowd,  Miss  Mary  Lymberis  was  hired  to 
teach  girls  physical  education;  Miss  Jean  Goodell  home 
economics ;  Miss  Ann  Warner  English ;  Mr.  Robert  McGuirk 
social  studies  and  Mr.  William  Lewis,  science. 

At  the  elementary  school  Miss  Annette  Lussier  was  hired 
to  teach  junior  high  English  and  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Bennett  to 
teach  Grade  5. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  continuing  to  further  their 
education  and  as  a  result  are  passing  on  to  us  new  ideas  they 
have  gained  in  their  studies. 

Our  administrators  too  have  been  active  in  the  educational 
circles.  Mr.  James  Dowd  was  called  upon  to  serve  on  an 
evaluation  committee  of  the  New  England  Association  of 
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Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  when  they  surveyed  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  High  School  recently.  Mr.  F.  Edward  Nicolas  taught 
courses  last  summer  at  Suffolk  University,  a  school  that  is 
becoming  very  well  known  in  the  field  of  education.  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Day,  our  vocational  director,  took  part  in  the  50th 
anniversary  program  of  Vocational  Education  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  is  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Vocational  Directors. 

It  was  decided  at  the  spring  meeting  of  Union  39,  to 
engage  two  music  supervisors  for  the  Union.  Miss  Nellie  May 
Peirce  comes  to  us  as  a  vocal  teacher  and  Mr.  Roland  S.  Horne 
as  an  instrumental  teacher.  Both  of  these  teachers  are  recent 
graduates  of  Boston  University  School  of  Music. 

Mr.  William  Kahn,  former  supervisor,  took  a  position  in 
the  Boston  Schools. 

The  number  of  new  teachers  coming  into  the  field  is  still 
not  meeting  the  demand  for  teachers.  Until  such  time  as  this 
demand  is  met  we  will  experience  difficulty  obtaining  teachers. 
It  is  hoped  that  our  salary  schedule  will  help  us  along  this  line. 

Finance 

Our  budget  increase  this  year  is  attributed  directly  to 
salaries.  We  have  added  one  teacher  at  the  high  school  and 
will  need  one  at  the  elementary  school  in  September.  We  have 
also  provided  for  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  our  present 
personnel.  All  other  items  remain  the  same  although  it  is 
reported  that  we  can  expect  a  fifteen  percent  increase  in  the 
cost  of  supplies. 


School  Population 

The  elementary  school  is  filled  to  capacity  and  it  is  im¬ 
possible  now  to  see  how  we  can  get.  by  next  year  without 
turning  either  the  library  or  an  office  into  a  classroom.  We 
did  get  by  last  September  by  promoting  three  first  grades 
into  two  large  second  grades.  It  does  not  look  possible  to  do 
this  again. 
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We  are  still  eliminating  the  Freetown  pupils  from  the 
high  school.  Next  September  they  will  have  only  the  seniors 
left.  It  seems  right  now  that  our  freshman  class  next  fall 
will  be  larger  by  twenty-five  pupils  than  our  graduating  class 
in  June.  Although  it  will  not  overcrowd  the  school  in  general, 
there  will  be  some  crowding  felt  in  some  classes. 

Our  School  Building  Needs  Committee  has  recently 
organized  again  and  is  studying  our  school  problem.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  solution  agreeable  to  the  voters  will  be 
forthcoming  in  the  near  future. 

Repairs  and  Improvements 

Major  repairs  competed  this  year  were  as  follows:  Re- 
pointing  and  waterproofing  of  the  north  and1  south  ends  of 
the  High  School;  improving  the  drainage  system  at  the 
elementary  school ;  painting  the  trim  on  both  schools. 

Both  schools  received  a  thorough  cleaning  last  summer, 
the  ceiling  at  the  elementary  school  auditorium  has  been 
renailed  and  both  gymnasium  floors  have  been  refinished. 

It  will  be  necessary  as  a  major  project  this  year  to  replace 
the  tubes  in  the  boiler  at  the  high  school.  Minor  repairs  will 
be  carried  out  at  both  schools. 

Mr.  Antone  Costa  replaced  Mr.  John  Pilling  as  custodian 
at  the  elementary  school.  Mr.  Costa,  along  with  Mr.  Mello, 
Mr.  Carr  and  Mr.  Leonard  have  done  outstanding  work  in 
keeping  our  schools  clean  and  in  good  repair. 


Parent  Teacher  Association 

The  Parent  Teacher  Association  has  been  very  helpful 
again  this  year.  They  have  provided  scholarships  and  awards 
as  well  as  money  for  activities.  Another  function  of  the 
P.  T.  A.  and  perhaps  the  most  important  is  that  it  has  served 
to  establish  a  good  relationship  between  parents  and  teachers. 
This  is  your  P.  T.  A.  a  very  useful  instrument,  support  it  and 
help  it  grow. 
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Conclusion 

I  want  to  thank  the  School  Committee,  parents  and  teach¬ 
ers  for  the  cooperation  given  me  this  year.  I  ask  for  your 
continued  cooperation  and  offer  you  in  return  any  help  I  can 
give  you  with  any  school  problem. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  T.  ROY, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1956. 

The  annual  physical  examination  was  given  to  all  pupils 
attending  Dighton  schools  by  Dr.  Charles  M.  Souza,  school 
physician.  All  pupils  taking  part  in  the  athletic  program  were 
first  examined  before  they  were  allowed  to  participate  in  any 
competitive  sport. 

The  newly  purchased  Massachusetts  Vision  Equipment 
was  most  helpful  with  the  vision  testing  program. 

As  the  equipment  loaned  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Health  for  testing  hearing  was  available  to  Dighton 
only  three  weeks  during  the  latter  part  of  April  and  early 
May,  I  was  unable  to  give  any  hearing  tests  to  the  Dighton 
school  children  due  to  conflicts  of  time  with  the  various  clinics 
conducted  annually  at  this  time.  It  has  been  requested  that 
this  equipment  be  made  available  for  use  in  Dighton  earlier 
in  the  school  year. 

The  pre-school  clinic  and  registration  day  were  again 
combined  and  held  on  May  13,  1956.  Twenty-three  children 
were  vaccinated  and  examined  ,and  sixty-seven  children  were 
registered  for  entrance  in  school  in  September. 
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The  “Get  Acquainted  Day”,  which  has  proved  most  help¬ 
ful  to  the  pupils,  parents,  and  teachers,  was  again  held  in 
May.  Because  of  the  success  of  this  event,  it  will  be  held 
annually. 

I  assisted  Mrs.  Charles  Lamb  with  the  Speech  Therapy 
Group  by  arranging  appointments  with  parents  and  providing 
transportation  for  the  pupils. 

A  check  of  the  daily  attendance  was  noted,  and  home 
visits  were  made  when  it  was  necessary. 

The  Polio  Clinics  were  a  big  event  for  the  school  children 
and  a  large  percentage  of  them  took  advantage  of  this  pro¬ 
gram.  All  clinics  were  held  in  the  health  room  at  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  School. 

Again  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  entire  school 
personnel  and  parents  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N., 

School  Nurse 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Mr.  Robert  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Dighton,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

My  report  as  Principal  of  Dighton  High  School  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted.  My  contact  with  Dighton  High  School 
has  extended  over  only  four  months.  They  have,  neverthe¬ 
less,  been  busy  and  satisfactory  ones. 

Upon  assuming  my  duties  here,  I  made  only  very  few 
changes  in  the  program  as  planned  by  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
Kiernan.  These  changes  involved  the  nature  and  scheduling 
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of  the  various  clubs  in  our  activity  program.  In  addition  to 
these,  I  arranged  to  implement  those  changes  planned  for 
the  school  year.  They  were: 

1.  Arranging  the  class  schedule  of  Mrs.  Ring  to  permit 
her  to  devote  one  period  per  day  to  library  management 
and  development. 

2.  Arranging  the  class  schedule  of  Mr.  Vitale  to  permit 
him  to  devote  three  periods  per  day  to  the  important 
work  of  guidance. 

3.  Arranging  the  daily  schedule  to  make  maximum  use  of 
one  instrumental  and  one  vocal  music  supervisor. 

4.  Arranging  the  schedule  to  permit  Mr.  Leo  DeMarco, 
as  vice-principal,  to  function  more  efficiently  in  the  areas 
of  attendance  and  as  faculty  manager  of  athletics. 

In  addition  to  these  very  desirable  arrangements,  the 
designation  of  Mrs.  Smith  as  Dean  of  Girls  and  as  Yearbook 
advisor  on  a  permanent  basis  was  also  an  important  forward 
step. 

Apart  from  these  items  my  main  activity  has  been  to 
promote  a  system  of  organization  and  discipline  consistent 
with  my  own  standards  and  philosophy.  This  briefly  stated  is : 
I  firmly  believe  that  it  is  the  obligation  of  every  youth,  with 
the  full  cooperation  of  his  parents  with  the  teachers,  to  make 
full  and  proper  use  of  the  experiences  and  facilities  provided 
for  his  education  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  normally 
expected  standards  of  order  and  discipline  in  our  society. 

There  was  only  one  change  made  in  our  course  offerings. 
Due  to  the  transition  period  which  we  are  undergoing  because 
of  an  important  and  desirable  change  in  the  Commercial 
Curriculum,  we  are  not  offering  Bookkeeping  I  this  year. 
This  subject  will  again  be  offered  in  1957-1958.  In  addition, 
certain  other  changes  are  being  considered  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  our  program’s  position  of  efficiency  in  light  of  recent 
trends. 

In  addition  to  the  change  in  my  own  position,  we  had  five 
new  faculty  members  this  year.  Miss  Jean  GoodeH,  our  House- 
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hold  Arts  teacher,  replaced  Mrs.  Hamilton,  who  was  handling 
these  duties  on  a  substitute  basis.  Mr.  William  Lewis  replaced 
Mr.  George  Weygand,  on  leave  of  absence,  as  our  Instructor 
in  the  Sciences.  Miss  Mary  Lymberis  replaced  Mrs.  Richard 
Angus  as  Girls’  Physical  Education  teacher  and  Girls’  Coach. 
Miss  Ann  Warner  replaced  Mr.  Carleton  McCauley  as  teacher 
of  English  III  and  English  IV.  Mr.  Robert  McGuirk  was 
employed  as  an  additional  teacher  in  order  to  maintain 
acceptable  class  sizes  without  drastically  reducing  curricular 
offerings.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  these  new  teachers 
are  performing  their  duties  in  a  creditable  manner. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  help  but  mention  that  stability 
of  faculty  is  a  highly  desirable  factor  in  the  offerings  of  a 
school.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  new  salary  schedule  will 
enable  us  to  reduce  the  number  of  good  teachers  whom  we  lose 
and  have  to  replace.  I  take  this  opportunity  also  to  mention 
that  our  situation  with  respect  to  substitute  teachers  is  not 
at  all  satisfactory.  I  request,  through  this  report,  any 
qualified  person  in  the  area  who  would  be  available  for  sub¬ 
stitute  work,  to  call  my  office  and  notify  us  of  his  availability. 

To  this  report  I  have  attached  the  Enrollment  and  Cur¬ 
ricula  Statistics  for  this  year.  Since  October  1,  1956,  the 
date  of  this  report,  two  pupils  have  transferred  to  the  Voca¬ 
tional  School,  four  pupils  have  moved — two  only  temporarily, 
and  two  have  left  school.  We  also  have  one  post-graduate 
added  to  our  numbers. 

If  we  hold  our  present  numbers  in  the  three  lower 
classes  as  they  move  up  next  year;  and  if  all  but  a  few  in 
the  present  8th  grades  in  Dighton  and  Berkley  enter  as 
Freshmen,  we  will  be  short  additional  rooms  for  classroom 
space  unless  we  reduce  our  curricular  offerings.  This  is  a 
serious  problem,  which  will  require  further  study  if  we  are 
to  make  an  adjustment  with  a  minimum  loss  of  efficiency 
and  minimum  discomfort  to  our  pupils. 

The  Curricula  statistics  indicate  a  very  heavy  overload 
in  the  Commercial  Curriculum.  This  is  a  particularly  bad 
situation  and  stems  from  unwise  curricular  choice  on  the 
part  of  pupils  and  parents.  This  situation  will  be  given  close 
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scrutiny  by  Mr.  Vitale  and  myself  with  the  pupils  and  parents 
involved  as  the  time  arrives  for  curricula  selection  for  next 
year. 

As  indicated  in  Mr.  Kiernan’s  report  of  last  year,  the 
Commercial  Curriculum  is  intended  for  those  who  wish  train¬ 
ing  for  office  or  clerical  work.  It  requires  specific  skills  and 
aptitudes  not  possessed  by  all  individuals.  It  is  NOT  the 
Curriculum  to  be  chosen  by  all  who  do  not  pursue  the  College 
Curriculum.  The  high  incidence  of  pupil  failure  in  the  courses 
in  the  Commercial  Curriculum  is  tragic  testimony  of  the 
misunderstanding  or  lack  of  wisdom  in  making  this  choice. 

Our  attendance  is  generally  good.  The  upper  classes, 
where  one  would  expect  the  best  attendance,  have  the  poorest 
records.  In  the  Junior  and  Senior  classes  in  December  we  had 
18  cases  of  tardiness  involving  14  people.  This  condition  will 
not  be  allowed  to  continue.  Drastic  measures,  if  necessary, 
will  be  taken  to  curtail  this  practice.  The  poor  attendance  in 
these  two  classes  is  due  to,  in  some  measure,  the  part-time 
employment  of  some  of  our  pupils.  They  and  their  parents 
must  realize  that  regular  attendance  is  an  absolute  necessity 
if  maximum  progress  and  value  are  to  be  obtained.  Sickness 
or  family  emergencies  are  the  only  valid  excuses  for  absence. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  have. more  of  the  cooperation 
of  the  parents  in  this  regard. 

In  an  attempt  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  school  library 
service  and  offerings,  I  was  able  to  obtain  the  services  of 
Mrs.  Alice  Howard,  a  consultant  from  the  State  Department 
of  Education.  She  and  Mrs.  Ring  spent  considerable  time  in 
a  study  of  our  present  book  collections  and  facilities.  As  a 
result  we  have  discarded  some  of  our  books ;  and,  thanks  to 
your  cooperation  in  the  matter  of  providing  budget  assistance, 
we  have  added  substantially  to  our  collection.  We  plan  to 
continue  this  program  and  to  develop  the  more  efficient  use 
of  the  library  from  an  instructional  standpoint. 

Since  we  no  longer  have  available  to  us  the  Boston 
University  Testing  Service,  Mr.  Vitale  and  I,  working  with 
the  faculty  members,  will  continue  our  preliminary  plans  for 
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a  standardized  testing  program.  Such  a  program  is  a  vital 
part  of  the  activity  of  any  school. 

In  1955  Dighton  High  School  was  accepted  as  a  member 
of  the  New  England  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools.  This  is  or  will  shortly  be  the  accrediting  agency  for 
schools  in  New  England.  In  order  to  maintain  this  member¬ 
ship,  a  program  of  evaluation  will  have  to  be  completed  and 
reviewed  at  least  once  every  ten  years.  An  important  part  of 
this  evaluation  and  accreditation  is  the  consideration  of  the 
number  of  pupils  being  prepared  for,  and  successfully  going 
on  to,  higher  education. 

From  the  class  of  1956  ten  people  are  continuing  their 
education.  Five  of  these  are  attending  four  year  degree¬ 
granting  institutions.  In  the  present  class  there  are  five  people 
who  have  made  application  to  the  University  of  Massachusetts. 

We  continue  to  enjoy  certification  privileges  to  all  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  learning  supported  by  the  Commonwealth.  It 
is  important  to  point  out  here  that  only  those  pupils  who 
have  maintained  grades  of  “B”  or  better  in  all  subjects  will 
be  certified  for  admission  to  these  institutions.  All  others  will 
have  to  obtain  admission  on  the  basis  of  the  results  of  the 
College  Entrance  Examinations  and  the  Principal’s  recom¬ 
mendation.  It  is  my  fervent  hope  that  more  and  more  young 
people  will  evidence  a  desire  to  continue  their  education 
beyond  high  school. 

Dighton  is  to  be  commended  for  its  fine  P.  T.  A.  organiza¬ 
tion.  I  strongly  urge  and  hope  that  more  parents  of  High 
School  pupils  will  become  active  members  and  participate  in 
the  programs  of  the  Dighton  P.  T.  A.  We  were  happy  to  see 
many  of  the  parents  during  American  Education  Week  this 
year.  I  sincerely  hope  we  may  see  a  much  larger  number 
next  year.  The  education  of  the  youth  of  Dighton  is  a  matter 
for  the  concern  of  both  parents  and  teachers.  Only  by  close 
mutual  cooperation  can  the  important  work  be  most  efficiently 
done. 

In  the  short  time  I  have  been  here  I  have  enjoyed  the 
cooperation  of  the  pupils  and  the  few  parents  whom  I  have 
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met  or  contacted.  I  am  looking  forward  to  a  continuation  and 
expansion  of  this  condition.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  the  pupils,  parents,  teachers — particularly 
those  who  have  been  here  longer  than  I — the  custodians,  the 
School  Nurse  and  School  Doctor,  and  cafeteria  personnel  for 
their  fine  welcome  and  cooperation  manifest  since  my  coming 
here. 

I  wish  also  to  express  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  you  person¬ 
ally,  and  to  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  for  your 
fine  cooperation  in  support  of  the  efforts  of  the  faculty  and 
myself  in  maintaining  and  promoting  a  proper  secondary 
program  at  Dighton  High  School. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  J.  DOWD, 

Principal 


DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT  STATISTICS 


AS  OF 

OCTOBER  1, 

1956 

Class 

Dighton 

Berkley 

Freetown 

Total 

Freshman 

50 

13 

0 

63 

Sophomore 

37 

15 

2 

54 

Junior 

28 

11 

13 

52 

Senior 

21 

11 

19 

51 

Totals 

136 

50 

34 

220 

CURRICULA  STATISTICS 


Class 

College 

Commercial 

General 

Total 

Freshman 

28 

28 

7 

63 

Sophomore 

21 

24 

9 

54 

Junior 

16 

29 

7 

52 

Senior 

15 

16 

20 

51 

80 

97 

43 

220 
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Our  recitation  classes,  exclusive  of  music  groups,  Physical 
Education  classes,  and  clubs,  are: 


No.  of  Pupils 

No.  of  Classes 

No.  of  Pupils 

No.  of  Classes 

1-5 

1 

21-25 

5 

6-10 

4 

26-30 

8 

11-15 

15 

81-35 

4 

16-20 

14 

36-40 

1 

REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


Mr.  Robert  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools: 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  my  second  annual  report  as 
principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

Enrollment 

The  opening  enrollment  in  September  was  552.  The  peak 
enrollment  for  the  year  was  565. 


Curriculum 

During  the  past  school  year  and  summer  months  careful 
and  detailed  studies  were  made  of  various  penmanship  systems 
available.  In  September  a  complete  penmanship  program 
was  instituted  and  over  a  period  of  two  years  will  be  com¬ 
pletely  intergrated  through  the  sixth  grade. 

The  Junior  High  Science  Teachers  after  studying  recent 
Science  Texts  and  materials  have  adapted  a  new  science 
series  which  is  in  complete  operation. 


In  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades  we  are  operating  a 
typical  Junior  High  Departmental  Program.  Such  a  program 
includes : 


English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Social  Studies 

Literature 

Spelling 


Mechanical  Drawing  (Boys) 
Household  Arts  (Girls) 
Physical  Education  for  both 
Boys  and  Girls 
Art 
Music 
Club 
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supervised  study  halls  and  extra  curricula  activities  for  both 
boys  and  girls. 

Our  projected  curriculum  calls  for  adding  a  language, 
commercial  subjects  and  an  extended  mechanical  drawing 
course. 

As  previously  stated  “Out  of  the  needs  of  the  children 
and  the  community  are  developed  the  purposes  of  the  elemen¬ 
tary  school.” 

With  this  philosophy  in  mind,  we  are  offering  the  pupils 
of  this  school  a  well  rounded  program  which  will  promote 
their  intellectual,  emotional  and  physical  growth  and  provide 
experience  for  living  in  a  democratic  society. 

Due  to  the  physical  facilities,  we  are  operating  at  a  maxi¬ 
mum.  With  the  anticipated  enrollment  in  September  of  1957, 
we  are  expecting  to  convert  office  or  library  space  into  a  class¬ 
room. 

Physical  Education 

Our  Junior  High  boys,  after  entering  the  Junior  High 
League,  made  an  excellent  showing.  We  tied  for  the  champion¬ 
ship  in  basketball,  won  the  baseball  championship  and  had  the 
highest  accumulation  of  points  in  the  track  meet.  Dighton 
was  the  host  school  for  this  track  event.  The  boys  are  under 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  Francis  Lussier. 

The  Junior  High  girls  have  also  entered  in  to  the  league 
this  year.  They  will  compete  in  basketball,  softball  and  the 
track  meet.  The  girls  are  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Annette  Lussier. 


Dighton  Parent-Teacher  Association 

The  activities  and  membership  of  this  group  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow. 

One  of  the  main  events,  our  “Kick-off”  dinner  was  a 
success  with  Dr.  Franklin  P.  Hawkes,  State  Department  of 
Education  as  our  guest  speaker. 
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The  people  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  P.  T.  A.  are: 
President  Mr.  DeSilva 

Vice  President  Mr.  Day 

Secretary  Mrs.  Sloan 

Treasurer  Mrs.  Andrews 

Membership  in  the  P.  T.  A.  is  open  to  any  parent  and 
interested  citizen  in  our  community. 

Guidance  Service-Speech  Clinic 

This  year,  as  in  the  past  the  Principal  and  teaching  staff 
have  offered  both  professional  and  personal  advice  where 
necessary  to  the  students. 

The  testing  program  has  brought  to  light  many  minor 
difficulties  which  have  been  remedied  by  parent-teacher 
conferences.  It  is  only  through  the  close  cooperation,  between 
the  home  and  the  school,  can  this  educational  institution  best 
serve  the  community. 

The  addition  of  a  Speech  Therapist  to  our  faculty  (on  a 
part  time  basis)  has  already  been  recognized  by  many  parents. 
Careful  screening  and  examinations  have  assisted  many 
children  in  correcting  minor  speech  difficulties.  The  parental 
support  has  been  wonderful,  for  only  by  close  cooperation 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  help  the  child,  can  a  program  of  this 
type  function  successfully. 

Mrs.  Helen  Lamb  wishes  to  encourage  parents,  who  are 
interested  in  their  youngsters,  to  come  and  visit  the  class 
receiving  instruction. 

Miscellany 

Our  Club  Program  meets  one  period  a  week  and  offers  the 
following: 

The  Crafts  Club  under  Mr,  Chace’s  Supervision. 

The  Library  Club  supervised  by  Mr.  Genovese. 

The  Journalism  Club,  advisor  Miss  Lussier. 

The  Tumbling  Club,  instructor  Mr.  Lussier. 

A  Natural  Science  Club,  advisor  Mr.  Edwin  Wyeth  of 
Segreganset  who  is  donating  his  services  to  the  youth  of 
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our  community.  Mr.  Wyeth  also  lectures  a  group  of  sixth 
grade  students  each  week. 

The  Student  Council  has  functioned  to  coordinate  the 
students  and  the  administration  to  a  mutual  understanding 
of  problems  that  occur  in  a  Junior  High  School  Program. 
Certainly,  this  is  a  wonderful  lesson  in  democracy  for  our 
young  people  to  experience. 

The  Cafeteria,  under  the  capable  direction  of  Mrs.  Bet¬ 
tencourt  and'  her  associates,  continues  to  serve  meals  of 
top  quality  to  our  students  daily. 

The  problems  confronting  custodians  in  a  building  this 
size  are  too  numerous  to  mention.  Mr.  Mello  and  Mr.  Costa 
are  continuing  to  rise  to  the  occasion  and  provide  excellent 
maintenance  service. 

Conclusion 

May  I  express  my  appreciation  to  the  officials  of  the 
community,  the  faculty  and  staff  of  the  school,  and  the 
student  body  for  their  enthusiasm  toward  our  entire  school 
program.  May  I  also  extend  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Robert  T. 
Roy,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and1  the  School  Committee 
for  their  loyal  support  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  EDWARD  NICOLAS, 

Principal 


INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC  REPORT 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  instrumental 
music  supervisor  in  the  Dighton  Public  Schools. 

Our  instrumental  music  program  in  the  elementary  school 
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is  now  scheduled  and  functioning  within  the  framework  of 
the  academic  curriculum  very  satisfactorily.  Students  en¬ 
rolled  in  this  particular  program  are  placed  in  one  of  the 
following  three  instruction  groups: 

1.  Beginning  2.  Intermediate  3.  Advanced 

Each  individual  receives  class  instruction  or  lessons  on  a 
semi-private  basis  once  a  week  regardless  of  the  group  or 
level  that  he  attains.  These  insrumental  lessons  are  fifty 
minutes  in  length  during  which  time  individual  difficulties 
and  problems  of  each  student  are  pointed  out  and  corrected. 

We  have,  at  this  particular  time,  an  excellent  elementary 
band  that  numbers  approximately  thirty  students  and  a  junior 
high  school  orchestra  that  is  beginning  to  develop  and 
progress  quite  rapidly.  In  addition  to  our  two  larger  groups, 
we  have  added  a  brass  choir  and  wind  ensemble  to  the  music 
curriculum.  These  musical  organizations  have  rehearsed  and 
participated  thus  far  very  successfully  for  many  school 
functions  as  well  as  for  other  outside  activities.  The  elemen¬ 
tary  school  band  and  orchestra  are  now  preparing  a  musical 
program  that  will  be  presented  with  the  students  from  the 
Berkley  and  Freetown  public  schools.  This  particular  endeavor 
will  give  our  students  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a 
larger  musical  organization  and  at  the  same  time  act  as  a 
stimulating  factor  in  the  development  of  music  participation 
for  every  one  in  this  area. 

In  the  secondary  phase  of  our  music  curriculum,  we  find 
the  high  school  band  at  the  lowest  point  of  the  pendulum 
swing.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  physical  instrumentation 
of  this  particular  unit  is  grossly  out  of  proportion  and  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  The  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  the  high 
school  band  continues  to  improve  despite  this  handicap, 
however,  and  I  am  quite  confident  that  in  time  this  organiza¬ 
tion  will  also  enjoy  a  musical  reward  that  it  can  justly  be 
proud  of. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ROLAND  S.  HORNE 
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VOCAL  MUSIC  REPORT 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy,  Supt.  of  Schools 
Dighton  High  School 
Dighton,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1956: 

Weekly  I  visit  each  elementary  classroom,  leaving  with 
the  room  teacher  a  daily  assignment.  Treatment  of  “un¬ 
certain  singers”  is  given  in  grades  one  through  three  where 
it  is  needed.  Song  experiences  in  the  first  three  grades  consist 
of  rote  singing  sometimes  expressed  with  various  actions. 
The  first  steps  in  music  reading  have  been  taught  already  and 
shortly  first  steps  in  rhythm  will  be  presented  in  grade  one. 
To  build  a  good  foundation  note  reading  rather  than  rote 
teaching  is  emphasized  in  the  earlier  grades.  Staff  dictation 
and  rhythm  drills  from  the  blackboard  is  presented  before 
attempting  to  sing  from  the  book;  therefore,  by  grades  four 
and  five,  where  note  reading  continues,  music  reading  be¬ 
comes  independently  automatic  even  with  part  singing. 

Leaving  all  of  this  elementary  drill  behind,  the  junior 
high  vocal  music  program  consists  mainly  of  singing  directly 
from  the  book.  I  visit  each  junior  high  class  for  forty  minutes 
twice  a  week.  Appreciating  and  understanding  serious  music 
is  an  important  function  of  this  music  class.  Most  of  the 
students  have  shown  an  interest  in  listening  and  hearing  about 
this  serious  type  of  music.  I  feel  that  in  time  even  more  will 
develop  an  understanding  for  this.  In  the  future  I  feel  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  a  music  room  equipped  with  a 
piano  for  this  group.  This  would  aid  the  students  in  develop¬ 
ing  ear  training  and  also  give  them  the  benefit  of  a  piano 
accompaniment.  Having  one  set  of  books  in  this  music  room 
would  eliminate  supplying  books  to  each  individual  junior 
high  class. 

Dighton  High  School's  vocal  music  program  consists  of 
the  Girl’s  Glee  Club  and  the  Mixed  Chorus.  Since  September 
the  glee  club  has  met  twice  a  week,  but  the  change  of 
dividing  this  group  has  just  gone  into  effect.  The  two  groups 
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are  combined  twice  a  month  to  insure  balance  between  the 
parts  and  to  achieve  the  whole  effect.  This  division  will 
eliminate  the  conflict  of  other  activities  held  during  this 
activities  period.  The  Mixed  Chorus  is  half  the  size  of  the 
Glee  Club.  Choral  problems  are  more  easily  solved  working 
with  a  smaller  group.  Rehearsal  is  held  on  Wednesday.  Un¬ 
fortunately  one  period  a  week  is  insufficient  if  definite  results 
are  to  be  accomplished  and  recognized. 

For  the  Christmas  season  the  annual  Christmas  program 
consisted  of  an  operetta.  All  of  the  parts  were  taken  with 
great  enthusiasm.  Selected  students  from  grades  six  through 
eight  participated  in  a  Christmas  pageant  the  same  evening. 
The  performance  as  a  whole  was  enjoyed  by  the  parents. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  administration  and  the  teaching 
staff  for  their  cooperation  and  for  helping  to  make  my  first 
year  in  this  school  system  an  enjoyable  and  beneficial  ex¬ 
perience  for  me. 

Yours  truly, 

NELLIE  MAY  PEIRCE, 

Vocal  Music  Supervisor 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

I  herewith  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  as  Director 
of  the  Dighton  Vocational  School. 

The  year  of  1956  has  truly  been  a  significant  one  for 
vocational  education. 

On  the  Federal  level,  Congress  appropriated  thirty-nine 
million  dollars  to  aid  the  states.  Massachusetts  celebrated  its 
50th  Anniversary  in  the  field  of  Vocational  Education.  Dighton 
continued  to  have  more  jobs  available  than  students  to  fill 
these  jobs. 

Because  of  public  demand  for  vocational  education,  Con¬ 
gress  had  little  difficulty  in  appropriating  an  all  time  high 
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amount  of  money.  This  large  sum  is  consistent  with  the 
philosophy  of  Senator  Walter  George  of  Georgia,  who  says, 
“Vocational  Education  is  a  major  hope  for  the  Victory  of 
Freedom.” 

The  50th  Anniversary  Celebration  of  Vocational  Educa¬ 
tion  was  held  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  Educators 
from  many  of  our  states  attended,  and  paid  tribute  to  our 
State’s  achievement.  Dighton  had  an  excellent  display  of 
projects  made  in  our  shops.  The  comments  of  the  viewers 
were  most  gratifying,  plus  the  letter  of  appreciation  we  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  State  Department  of  Education. 

In  June,  twenty-six  boys  received  diplomas  from  Dighton 
High  School.  Eleven  of  these  boys  were  from  our  Vocational 
School,  and  were  placed  in  employment  that  offered  good 
opportunities.  The  starting  salaries  ranged  from  $1.00  to 
$1.78  per  hour  commensurate  with  the  student’s  attitude 
and  ability. 

Again  this  year,  with  many  employers  seeking  our 
students,  the  employment  possibilities  for  job  security  and 
promotional  opportunities  were  thoroughly  evaluated. 

The  Annual  Open  House  night  was  held  in  May  with  over 
500  people  in  attendance.  The  publicity  given  to  our  school 
and  this  event  by  the  Taunton  Daily  Gazette  was  appreciated. 

Our  1941  Station  wagon  was  replaced  by  a  1953  Ford  *4 
ton  Pick  Up  Truck  that  is  used  primarily  for  the  procurement 
of  parts,  supplies,  and  material.  Since  it  is  to  be  used  solely 
by  our  school,  the  State  Department  of  Vocational  Education 
paid  one  half  the  cost. 

Wheel  alignment  and  balancing  equipment  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  also  automatic  transmission  tools.  These  im¬ 
portant  areas  in  automobile  servicing  are  now  included  in 
our  program. 

A  new  metal  cutting  lathe  was  obtained  from  the  State 
Department  of  Education  for  a  fraction  of  its  original  cost. 
Many  small  tools,  equipment,  and  material  have  been  made 
available  to  us  by  the  surplus  division  of  our  State. 
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The  popularity  of  our  program  can  best  be  expressed  by 
our  enrollment  figures.  There  are  73  boys  in  our  High  School, 
and  51  boys  in  our  Vocational  School. 

With  the  new  minimum  hourly  wage  that  has  become 
effective  this  year,  every  graduate  must  be  capable  of  giving 
a  good  day’s  work  for  a  day’s  wages.  Our  advisory  board 
members  and  employers  insist  on  this,  and  so  we  must  be 
fairly  well  certain  that  the  students  we  accept  into  our 
program  can  profit  by  our  training. 

A  guidance  and  counseling  service  could  do  much  in 
channeling  the  proper  students  who  would  benefit  most  by 
entering  the  vocational  field.  This  service  should  be  made 
available  at  the  Junior  High  level. 

The  public  and  educators  must  realize  that  vocational 
education  is  not  a  place  for  special  class  or  retarded  students. 

The  success  of  our  graduates  truly  testifies  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  founders  of  our  school.  My  sincere  thanks  to  you,  Mr. 
Roy,  for  your  very  active  participation  and  cooperation.  To 
your  excellent  committee,  the  townspeople  who  support  our 
program,  and  the  employers  who  hire  our  boys,  we  at  the 
Vocational  School  are  truly  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  F.  DAY, 

Director 

DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT— DECEMBER,  1956 
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Freshmen  7  7  4  18 

Sophomores  7  3  6  16 

Juniors  6  1  3  10 

Seniors  .  3  2  2  7 


Totals  23  13  15  51 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATION 

Dighton  High  School 
High  School  Auditorium,  June  14,  1956 

PROGRAM 


Overture — “Graduation  Overture” 

Orchestra 

Herfurth 

^Processional  March — “Pomp  and  Circumstance” 

Orchestra 

Elgar 

Invocation — Rev.  Bernard  Unsworth 

St.  Peter’s  Church,  South  Dighton 

Welcome — 

Clifford  Wood 

Class  President 

Trumpet  Solo — “Mattinata”  Leoncavallo 

Dolores  Silva 

Student  Address — “I’m  The  Master  of  My  Faith” 

Sandra  Copeland 

Student  Address — “Life  is  No  Brief  Candle” 

Clifford  Wood 


Selection — “No  Man  Is  An  Island” 

Senior  Class 

Whitney 

Address — “The  Road  to  Mr.  Olympus” 

Mr.  Howard  Pierce  Davis 
Writer,  United  Nations  Consultant,  Lecturer 
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Presentation  of  Awards — 

Warren  F.  Kiernan, 

Principal 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Medal 
Balfour  Honor  Award 
John  Charves  Award 

Grossman  Vocational  Achievement  Woodworking  Award 
Commercial  Award 
Bion  L.  Pierce  Awards 
Arion  Award 

Cpl.  John  Dutra  Memorial  Award 
Scholarship  Awards 

fPresentation  of  Diplomas — 

Lawrence  Mendoza 

Chairman  of  Dighton  School  Committee 

Selection — “He”  Mullon 

Senior  Class 


Benediction — 


Rev  Richardson  Reid 
First  Unitarian  Church,  South  Dighton 


Recessional  March — 

“Victory  March”  Herfurth 

Orchestra 


William  H.  Kahn 
Supervisor  of  Music 

Accompanist — Elaine  Broadbent 


*The  audience  is  requested  to  remain  seated  during  the  Pro¬ 
cessional  March. 

fThe  audience  is  requested  to  refrain  from  applause  until  all 
diplomas  have  been  distributed. 
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CLASS  OF  1956 


*  Antonia  Maria  Delabarre 

Aguas 

Gilbert  Amaral,  Jr. 

Jane  Elizabeth  Andrews 
Mary  Elizabeth  Andrews 
""Judith  Mae  Atwood 
William  F.  Benevides,  Jr. 
Edith  Ann  Bindon 
*  *  Rosemary  Borden 
Ronald  H.  Bristol 
*Elaine  Mary  Broadbent 
*Marion  Beverly  Carpenter 
Howell  Simmons  Carr,  Jr. 
Lionel  Theodore  Carr 
David  Allen  Carvalho 
Dennis  Andrew  Carvalho 
Henry  Catabia 
David  W.  Clark 
June  L.  Clough 

*  Sandra  Ann  Copeland 
Robert  DeArruda 

*Joan  Elizabeth  DeMoranville 
Anne  Marie  Desautels 
William  Duarte,  Jr. 

^Natalie  Jane  Dulak 
Shirley  Ann  Ferreira 
Joan  Mary  Gracia 
Douglas  Morton  Grant 
Roland  Guillet 
Shirley  Ann  Horton 
George  Eric  Jack 


Richard  Hanna  Kherlopian 
Patricia  Ruth  Knox 
Beatrice  W.  LeFaivre 

*  David  Edward  Longton 
Carol  Ann  Machado 
Jayne  Doris  McCauley 

*Pauline  Ann  Medeiros 
Constance  Miller 
Lorraine  Mae  Motta 
Augustus  Davis  O’Connell 
Ronald  Francis  O’Connor 

*  Eugenia  Ann  Pontes 
Betsey  Reed 

*James  C.  Rose 
Kenneth  Braley  Rose 
**  Wilma  Ann  Rose 
Ruth  Ann  Sears 
Elizabeth  Ann  Sherman 

^Dolores  Patricia  Silva 
Eleanor  Nancy  Souza 
Weston  Hathaway  Stafford 
Irene  Margaret  Stanley 
Ellis  Emerson  Strange,  Jr. 
Carolyn  Ruth  Vickers 
James  Melvin  Wallace 

*  Arthur  Victor  Westgate 
Carlton  Leonard  Willette 

*  Clifford  Arthur  Wood 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Woodis 
Ora  Beverly  Wordell 


* ❖pirst  Honors — An  average  of  A  for  four  years. 
^Second  Honors — An  average  of  B  to  A  for  four  years. 
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Class  Officers 

Clifford  Wood . 

Wilma  Rose  . 

Dolores  Silva 
Elaine  Broadbent 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


Class  Motto 

“Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find” 


Class  Advisor:  Eleanor  Smith 


Dighton  School  Committee 

Lawrence  Mendoza,  Chairman  Mrs.  James  Carr,  Secretary 
Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Albert  R.  DeSilva  Wyman  E.  Hawkes 

Francis  Torres  Mrs.  Fred  Tripp 

Robert  T.  Roy,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


ENROLLMENT  BY  SCHOOLS 
October  1,  1956 

Dighton  High  School 
Dighton  Vocational  School 
Dighton  Elementary  School 


Tuition  pupils — Dighton  High  School: 


220 

54 

555 


829 


High  School 


Berkley 

50 

Freetown 

35 

Vocational 

Berkley 

14 

Freetown 

18 

117 


Net  Total  Enrollment — Dighton  Pupils 


712 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

June  6,  1956 


PROGRAM 

Overture — “Excerpts  from  ‘Die  Fledermaus”  Strauss 

School  Orchestra 

Processional — “March  of  the  Crusaders”  Welsh  Folk  Song 


Invocation 


Fr.  Bernard  Unsworth 
Pastor,  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Dighton 


Choral  Reading — “The  Creator” 

James  Weldon  Johnson 


Greetings — 

Michael  Hurwitz 
Class  President 

Selection— “I'll  Walk  With  God”  Brodszky 

Theme—  ARCHITECTS  OF  THE  FUTURE 

What  Makes  A  Good  Future  Citizen 

Catherine  Roderick 

Why  Education  Is  Important  in  the  Future 

Jean  Atwood 

Preparing  the  Child  for  the  Future 

Brenda  Menges 
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Selection — “Our  Flag”  O'Hara 

Education  is  Our  Future  Happiness 

Alberta  Gramm 

The  Communities'  Part  in  Developing  the  Child's 
Character 

Sarah  Pilling 

The  Educated  Person  in  The  Future  of  America 

Jane  Cinq-Mars 

Moral  and  Spiritual  Values  in  Education 

Michael  Hurwitz 

Presentation  of  Awards — 

Robert  T.  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools 

Presentation  of  Diplomas — 

Mrs.  Marion  Tripp 
Dighton  School  Committee 

Selection — “You'll  Never  Walk  Alone”  Rodgers 

Benediction — 

Rabbi  Baruch  Korff 
Congregation  Agudath  Achim,  Taunton 

Recessional — “Our  Capital  City”  Watters 


Class  Officers 


President  Michael  Hurwitz 

Vice  President  Fred  Tripp 

Secretary  Janet  Rubadou 

Treasurer  Catherine  Roderick 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Mr.  F.  Edward  Nicolas,  Principal 
Mr.  William  Henry  Kahn,  Music  Supervisor 
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GRADUATES 


George  Herbert  Adams 
Jeffrey  John  Allie 
'"Collette  Marie  Adele  Alves 
Barbara  Ann  Andrews 

*  Manuel  Joseph  Andrews 
Jo  Ann  Ashworth 
Ernest  Hathaway  Atwood 
Herbert  Franklin  Atwood 

*Jean  Ellen  Atwood 
Raymond  Silva  Badejo 
Robert  Edward  Badejo 
Anthony  John  Borba 

*  David  Paul  Borden 
Elizabeth  Jean  Bourgault 
Edith  May  Boyce 
Helen  Althea  Briggs 
Nancy  Florence  Carr 
Natalie  Ann  Carvalho 
Jane  Mary  Cinq-Mars 
John  Marston  Cobb 
John  Edward  Collard 
Manuel  Silvia  Corey 
Carolyn  Ann  Costa 
Constance  Marie  Costa 
Richard  Joseph  Donahue 
John  Richard  Duarte 
Alberta  H.  Gramm 
Gloria  Jean  Groff 

*Susan  Hathaway  Hambly 
** Michael  Jack  Hurwitz 


James  Edward  Isom 
Simone  Marie  Lenney 

*  Richard  Alton  Levinson 
Vito  William  Licata 
Lois  Elaine  Mello 

*Brenda  Nina  Menges 
William  Robert  Mercer 
Donald  Francis  Morris 
Charles  Martin  Mosher 
Dorothy  Paiva 
Cynthia  Margaret  Perry 
Shirley  Jean  Perry 
Edward  Alton  Pierce 
**  Sarah  Eunice  Pilling 
Anita  Pontes 
Jane  Marie  Potter 
Neil  Charles  Rasmussen 
** Catherine  Mary  Roderick 
William  Robert  Roy 
Janet  Muriel  Rubadou 
Helen  Shattuck  Shaw 
Richard  Theodore  Silvia 
John  Emerson  Smith 
Judith  Emma  Soares 

*  Nancy  Synan 

John  C.  Tavares,  Jr. 

*Fred  Roos  Tripp 
Janet  Elaine  Varley 
Whitney  Bates  Wargat 


*  Honors 
**High  Honors 
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